Morning Prayer
November 6, 2025

Thursday after the Twenty-First Sunday after
Pentecost

WILLIAM TEMPLE, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1944

God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and in
truth.

John 4:24

Confession of Sin

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.



Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

Invitatory and Psalter

All stand
BCP p. 80
Officiant Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7

The earth is the Lord’s for he made it: Come let us adore him.

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,



and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!
The earth is the Lord’s for he made it: Come let us adore him.

Psalm 70 BCP p. 682

1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; *
O LORD, make haste to help me.
2Let those who seek my life be ashamed
and altogether dismayed; *
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune
draw back and be disgraced.
3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me turn back, *
because they are ashamed.
4 Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; *
let those who love your salvation say for ever,
“Great is the LORD!”
5But as for me, I am poor and needy; *
come to me speedily, O God.
6You are my helper and my deliverer; *
O LORD, do not tarry.

Psalm 71 BCP p. 683

1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; *
let me never be ashamed.
2In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; *
incline your ear to me and save me.
3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; *
you are my crag and my stronghold.
4Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, *
from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor.
5For you are my hope, O LORD God, *
my confidence since I was young.
¢] have been sustained by you ever since I was born;



*

from my mother’s womb you have been my strength;
my praise shall be always of you.
7] have become a portent to many; *
but you are my refuge and my strength.
8 Let my mouth be full of your praise *
and your glory all the day long.
9Do not cast me off in my old age; *
forsake me not when my strength fails.
10 For my enemies are talking against me, *
and those who lie in wait for my life take counsel together.
1 They say, “God has forsaken him;
go after him and seize him; *
because there is none who will save.”
120 God, be not far from me; *
come quickly to help me, O my God.
13Let those who set themselves against me be put to shame and be
disgraced; *
let those who seek to do me evil be covered with scorn and reproach.
14But I shall always wait in patience, *
and shall praise you more and more.
15 My mouth shall recount your mighty acts
and saving deeds all day long; *
though I cannot know the number of them.
16 ] will begin with the mighty works of the Lord GOD; *
I will recall your righteousness, yours alone.
170 God, you have taught me since I was young, *
and to this day I tell of your wonderful works.
18 And now that I am old and gray-headed, O God, do not forsake me, *
till I make known your strength to this generation
and your power to all who are to come.
19Your righteousness, O God, reaches to the heavens; *
you have done great things;
who is like you, O God?
20 You have showed me great troubles and adversities, *
but you will restore my life
and bring me up again from the deep places of the earth.



21 You strengthen me more and more; *
you enfold and comfort me,
22 Therefore I will praise you upon the lyre for your faithfulness, O my
God; *
I will sing to you with the harp, O Holy One of Israel.
23 My lips will sing with joy when I play to you, *
and so will my soul, which you have redeemed.
24 My tongue will proclaim your righteousness all day long, *
for they are ashamed and disgraced who sought to do me harm.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

The First Lesson Ezra 7:[1-10]11-26
A Reading from the Book of Ezra.

[

After this, in the reign of King Artaxerxes of Persia, Ezra son of Seraiah,
son of Azariah, son of Hilkiah, son of Shallum, son of Zadok, son of
Ahitub, son of Amariah, son of Azariah, son of Meraioth, son of
Zerahiah, son of Uzzi, son of Bukki, son of Abishua, son of Phinehas, son
of Eleazar, son of the chief priest Aaron— this Ezra went up from
Babylonia. He was a scribe skilled in the law of Moses that the LORD the
God of Israel had given; and the king granted him all that he asked, for
the hand of the LORD his God was upon him. Some of the people of
Israel, and some of the priests and Levites, the singers and gatekeepers,
and the temple servants also went up to Jerusalem, in the seventh year
of King Artaxerxes. They came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, which
was in the seventh year of the king. On the first day of the first month
the journey up from Babylon was begun, and on the first day of the fifth
month he came to Jerusalem, for the gracious hand of his God was upon
him. For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the LORD, and to do
it, and to teach the statutes and ordinances in Israel.]



This is a copy of the letter that King Artaxerxes gave to the priest Ezra,
the scribe, a scholar of the text of the commandments of the LORD and
his statutes for Israel: “Artaxerxes, king of kings, to the priest Ezra, the
scribe of the law of the God of heaven: Peace. And now I decree that any
of the people of Israel or their priests or Levites in my kingdom who
freely offers to go to Jerusalem may go with you. For you are sent by the
king and his seven counselors to make inquiries about Judah and
Jerusalem according to the law of your God, which is in your hand, and
also to convey the silver and gold that the king and his counselors have
freely offered to the God of Israel, whose dwelling is in Jerusalem, with
all the silver and gold that you shall find in the whole province of
Babylonia, and with the freewill offerings of the people and the priests,
given willingly for the house of their God in Jerusalem. With this money,
then, you shall with all diligence buy bulls, rams, and lambs, and their
grain offerings and their drink offerings, and you shall offer them on the
altar of the house of your God in Jerusalem. Whatever seems good to
you and your colleagues to do with the rest of the silver and gold, you
may do, according to the will of your God. The vessels that have been
given you for the service of the house of your God, you shall deliver
before the God of Jerusalem. And whatever else is required for the house
of your God, which you are responsible for providing, you may provide
out of the king’s treasury. “I, King Artaxerxes, decree to all the treasurers
in the province Beyond the River: Whatever the priest Ezra, the scribe of
the law of the God of heaven, requires of you, let it be done with all
diligence, up to one hundred talents of silver, one hundred cors of
wheat, one hundred baths of wine, one hundred baths of oil, and
unlimited salt. Whatever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it be
done with zeal for the house of the God of heaven, or wrath will come
upon the realm of the king and his heirs. We also notify you that it shall
not be lawful to impose tribute, custom, or toll on any of the priests, the
Levites, the singers, the doorkeepers, the temple servants, or other
servants of this house of God. “And you, Ezra, according to the God-
given wisdom you possess, appoint magistrates and judges who may
judge all the people in the province Beyond the River who know the
laws of your God; and you shall teach those who do not know them. All
who will not obey the law of your God and the law of the king, let



judgment be strictly executed on them, whether for death or for
banishment or for confiscation of their goods or for imprisonment.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

8. The Song of Moses Exodus 15:1-6, 11-13, 17-18

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; *
the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea.
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; *
the Lord has become my Savior.
This is my God and I will praise him, *
the God of my people and I will exalt him.
The Lord is a mighty warrior; *
Yahweh is his Name.
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; *
the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea.
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; *
they sank into the depths like a stone.
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; *
your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy.
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? *
who is like you, glorious in holiness,
awesome in renown, and worker of wonders?
You stretched forth your right hand; *
the earth swallowed them up.
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; *
with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling.
You will bring them in and plant them *
on the mount of your possession,
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, *
the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established.



The Lord shall reign *

for ever and for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Second Lesson Matt. 14:1-12
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew.

At that time Herod the ruler heard reports about Jesus; and he said to his
servants, “This is John the Baptist; he has been raised from the dead, and
for this reason these powers are at work in him.” For Herod had arrested
John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his
brother Philip’s wife, because John had been telling him, “It is not lawful
for you to have her.” Though Herod wanted to put him to death, he
feared the crowd, because they regarded him as a prophet. But when
Herod'’s birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before the
company, and she pleased Herod so much that he promised on oath to
grant her whatever she might ask. Prompted by her mother, she said,
“Give me the head of John the Baptist here on a platter.” The king was
grieved, yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he
commanded it to be given; he sent and had John beheaded in the prison.
The head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, who brought it
to her mother. His disciples came and took the body and buried it; then
they went and told Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

20. Glory to God BCP p. 94

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,



almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed BCP p. 96

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers BCP p. 97
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and for ever. Amen.

Suffrages A

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;

R. And grant us your salvation.

V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.

V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;



R. For only in you can we live in safety.

V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;

R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;

R. Your saving health among all nations.

V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;

R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
The Collect of the Day

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful
people offer you true and laudable service: Grant that we may run
without stumbling to obtain your heavenly promises; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1944

O God of light and love, you illumined your church through the witness
of your servant William Temple: Inspire us, we pray, by his teaching and
example, that we may rejoice with courage, confidence, and faith in the
Word made flesh, and may be led to establish that city which has justice
for its foundation and love for its law; through Jesus Christ, the light of
the world, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

A Collect for Guidance

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We
humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in
all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may
remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.



A Prayer for Mission

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and
sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to
those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you
and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon
all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Here may be sung a hymn or anthem.
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.

Prayer for Migrants and immigrants

Merciful God, we pray to you for all the men, women and children who
have died after leaving their homelands in search of a better life.

Though many of their graves bear no name, to you each one is known,
loved and cherished.

May we never forget them, but honour their sacrifice with deeds more
than words. We entrust to you all those who have made this journey,
enduring fear, uncertainty and humiliation, in order to reach a place of
safety and hope.

Just as you never abandoned your Son as he was brought to a safe place
by Mary and Joseph, so now be close to these, your sons and daughters,
through our tenderness and protection.

In caring for them may we seek a world where none are forced to leave
their home and where all can live in freedom, dignity and peace.

Merciful God and Father of all, wake us from the slumber of
indifference, open our eyes to their suffering, and free us from the
insensitivity born of worldly comfort and self-centredness.

Inspire us, as nations, communities and individuals, to see that those
who come to our shores are our brothers and sisters.



May we share with them the blessings we have received from your
hand, and recognize that together, as one human family, we are all
migrants, journeying in hope to you, our true home, where every tear
will be wiped away, where we will be at peace and safe in your embrace.

- by Pope Francis

Before the close of the Office one or both of the following may be used

The General Thanksgiving BCP p. 101

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Then may be said



Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.

2 Corinthians 13:14

William Temple
Archbishop of Canterbury, 1944

William Temple was a renowned teacher and preacher who served as
Archbishop of Canterbury during the difficult days of the Second World
War. His writings reflect a robust social theology that engaged the
challenges of modern industrialized society.

Temple was born on October 15, 1881. His father, Dr. Frederick
Temple, Bishop of Exeter and then of London, became Archbishop of
Canterbury when William was fifteen. Growing up at the heart of the
Church of England, William'’s love for it was deep and lifelong. Endowed
with a brilliant mind, Temple took a first-class honors degree in classics
and philosophy at Oxford, where he was then elected Fellow of Queen'’s
College. At the age of twenty-nine he became headmaster of Repton
School, and then, in quick succession, rector of St. James’s Church,
Piccadilly, Bishop of Manchester, and Archbishop of York.

Although he was never subject to poverty himself, he developed a
passion for social justice which shaped his words and his actions. He
owed this passion to a profound belief in the Incarnation. He wrote

that in Jesus Christ God took flesh and dwelt among us, and, as a
consequence, “the personality of every man and woman is sacred.” In
1917, Temple resigned from St. James’s, Piccadilly, to devote his energies
to the “Life and Liberty” movement for reform within the Church of
England. Two years later, an Act of Parliament led to the setting up of
the Church Assembly, which for the first time gave the laity a voice in
church governance.

As bishop, and later as archbishop, Temple committed himself

to seeking “the things which pertain to the Kingdom of God.” He
understood the Incarnation as giving worth and meaning not only to



individuals but to all of life. He therefore took the lead in establishing
the Conference on Christian Politics, Economics, and Citizenship
(COPEC), held in 1924. In 1940, he convened the great Malvern
Conference to reflect on the social reconstruction that would be needed
in Britain once the Second World War was over. At the same time, he
was a prolific writer on theological, ecumenical, and social topics, and
his two-volume Readings in St. John’s Gospel, written in the early days
of the war, rapidly became a spiritual classic.

In 1942, Temple was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury and
reached an even wider audience through his wartime radio addresses
and newspaper articles. However, the scope of his responsibilities and
the pace he set himself took their toll. On October 26, 1944, he died at
Westgate-on-Sea, Kent, after only two and a half years at Canterbury.
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