
Evening Prayer

April 23, 2024

Tuesday after  the Fourth Sunday of Easter

[TOYOHIKO KAGAWA, Social Reformer , 1960]
Seek him who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns deep darkness into the 
morning, and darkens the day into night; who calls for the waters of  the sea and 
pours them out upon the surface of  the earth: The Lord is his name. 

	Amos 5:8 

Confession of  Sin	 	  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep us 
in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory and Psalter	 	  



All stand 

	 	BCP p. 117 

Officiant	 O God, make speed to save us. 
People	 O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 

O Gracious Light	 	  

O gracious light, 
pure brightness of  the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of  the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of  God, O Giver of  Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Psalm 47	 	BCP p. 650 

1 Clap your hands, all you peoples; * 
shout to God with a cry of  joy. 

2 For the LORD Most High is to be feared; * 
he is the great King over all the earth. 

3 He subdues the peoples under us, * 
and the nations under our feet. 

4 He chooses our inheritance for us, * 
the pride of  Jacob whom he loves. 

5 God has gone up with a shout, * 
the LORD with the sound of  the ram’s-horn. 

6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; * 
sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

7 For God is King of  all the earth; * 
sing praises with all your skill. 



8 God reigns over the nations; * 
God sits upon his holy throne. 

9 The nobles of  the peoples have gathered together * 
with the people of  the God of  Abraham. 

10 The rulers of  the earth belong to God, * 
and he is highly exalted. 

Psalm 48	 	BCP p. 651 

1 Great is the LORD, and highly to be praised; * 
in the city of  our God is his holy hill. 

2 Beautiful and lofty, the joy of  all the earth, is the hill of  Zion, * 
the very center of  the world and the city of  the great King. 

3 God is in her citadels; * 
he is known to be her sure refuge. 

4 Behold, the kings of  the earth assembled * 
and marched forward together. 

5 They looked and were astounded; * 
they retreated and fled in terror. 

6 Trembling seized them there; * 
they writhed like a woman in childbirth, 

 like ships of  the sea when the east wind shatters them. 
7 As we have heard, so have we seen, 
in the city of  the LORD of  hosts, in the city of  our God; * 

God has established her for ever. 
8 We have waited in silence on your loving-kindness, O God, * 

in the midst of  your temple. 
9 Your praise, like your Name, O God, reaches to the world’s end; * 

your right hand is full of  justice. 
10 Let Mount Zion be glad 
and the cities of  Judah rejoice, * 

because of  your judgments. 
11 Make the circuit of  Zion; 
walk round about her; * 

count the number of  her towers. 
12 Consider well her bulwarks; 
examine her strongholds; * 

that you may tell those who come after. 
13 This God is our God for ever and ever; * 

he shall be our guide for evermore. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 



The Lessons	 	  

The First Lesson	 Wisdom 3:1-9 

A Reading from the Wisdom of  Solomon. 

But the souls of  the righteous are in the hand of  God, 
and no torment will ever touch them.  
 In the eyes of  the foolish they seemed to have died, 
and their departure was thought to be a disaster,  
 and their going from us to be their destruction; 
but they are at peace.  
 For though in the sight of  others they were punished, 
their hope is full of  immortality.  
 Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, 
because God tested them and found them worthy of  himself;  
 like gold in the furnace he tried them, 
and like a sacrificial burnt-offering he accepted them.  
 In the time of  their visitation they will shine forth, 
and will run like sparks through the stubble.  
 They will govern nations and rule over peoples, 
and the Lord will reign over them for ever.  
 Those who trust in him will understand truth, 
and the faithful will abide with him in love, 
because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones, 
and he watches over his elect.  

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

10. The Second Song of  Isaiah	Isaiah 55:6-11 

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; * 
call upon him when he draws near. 

Let the wicked forsake their ways * 
and the evil ones their thoughts; 

And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, * 
and to our God, for he will richly pardon. 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, * 
nor your ways my ways, says the Lord. 



For as the heavens are higher than the earth, * 
so are my ways higher than your ways, 

and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
For as rain and snow fall from the heavens * 

and return not again, but water the earth, 
Bringing forth life and giving growth, * 

seed for sowing and bread for eating, 
So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; * 

it will not return to me empty; 
But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, * 

and prosper in that for which I sent it. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Second Lesson	 1 Thess. 1:1-10 

A Reading from the First Letter to the Thessalonians. 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of  the Thessalonians in God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.  

We always give thanks to God for all of  you and mention you in our prayers, 
constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of  faith and labor 
of  love and steadfastness of  hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers 
and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of  the 
gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and 
with full conviction; just as you know what kind of  persons we proved to be 
among you for your sake.  

And you became imitators of  us and of  the Lord, for in spite of  persecution you 
received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an 
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of  the Lord 
has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place 
your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 
For the people of  those regions report about us what kind of  welcome we had 
among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 
and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who 
rescues us from the wrath that is coming.  

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



15. The Song of  Mary	 Luke 1:46-55 

My soul proclaims the greatness of  the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 

in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of  his arm, * 

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of  his servant Israel, * 

for he has remembered his promise of  mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 

to Abraham and his children for ever. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Apostles’ Creed	 	BCP p. 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
	creator of  heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
	He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
	and born of  the Virgin Mary. 
	He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	was crucified, died, and was buried.  
	He descended to the dead. 
	On the third day he rose again. 
	He ascended into heaven, 
	and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
	He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
	the holy catholic Church, 
	the communion of  saints, 
	the forgiveness of  sins, 
	the resurrection of  the body, 
	and the life everlasting. Amen. 



The Prayers	 	  

Officiant	 The Lord be with you. 
People	 And also with you. 
Officiant	 Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer	 	  

Our Father in heaven, 
	hallowed be your Name, 
	your kingdom come, 
	your will be done, 
	on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
	as we forgive those 
	who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of  trial, 
	and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
	and the glory are yours, 
	now and for ever. Amen. 

Suffrages B	 	  

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful. 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of  peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 



That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned 
before the great judgment seat of  Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of  
[________ and] all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to 
Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

The Collect of  the Day 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of  your people; Grant that when 
we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where 
he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

[Toyohiko Kagawa, Social Reformer , 1960] 

Strengthen and protect, O God, all those who suffer for their fidelity to Jesus 
Christ; that, like your servant Toyohiko Kawaga, they might persevere in seeking 
and serving Christ in all persons, and work tirelessly for the advancement of  your 
kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy 
Spirit be all honor and glory now and for ever.  Amen. 

A Collect for Aid against Perils	 	  

Most holy God, the source of  all good desires, all right judgments, and all just 
works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that 
our minds may be fixed on the doing of  your will, and that we, being delivered 
from the fear of  all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies 
of  Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission	 	  

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of  your presence: Send forth upon 
us the spirit of  love, that in companionship with one another your abounding 
grace may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
Here may be sung a hymn or anthem. 
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow. 

Prayers of the People



A Prayer in Time of Great Sickness and Mortality

 
O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of mortal sickness, we flee 
to you for comfort. Deliver us, we implore you, from our peril; give 
strength and skill to all those who minister to the sick; bring success to 
the measures used for their cure; and grant that, perceiving how frail 
and uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts to that heavenly 
wisdom which leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

For the Oppressed

Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live 
with injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. 
Have mercy upon us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our 
neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal 
protection of the law and equal opportunities for all. And grant that 
every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this land; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Before the close of  the Office one or both of  the following may be used 

A Prayer of  St. Chrysostom	 	BCP p. 102 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of  them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 
granting us in this world knowledge of  your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 
Then may be said 

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

The Officiant may then conclude with one of  the following 



Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 
or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in 
Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 
	Ephesians 3:20,21 

[Toyohiko Kagawa]

Social Reformer, 1960

Toyohiko Kagawa, born on July 10, 1888, in Kobe, Japan, was a Japanese 
evangelist, advocate of social change, and pacifist.

Kagawa was the son of a wealthy Kobe Buddhist business entrepreneur-
politician and his concubine, both of whom died when Kagawa was four years 
old. The youth was raised by Presbyterian missionaries and had a conversion 
experience at the age of fifteen. “O God, make me like Christ,” he prayed 
repeatedly.

Kagawa studied at theological seminaries in Japan and at Princeton University 
and Princeton Theological Seminary, but was increasingly drawn to an 
evangelism of social reform, seeking to apply Christ’s teachings directly to 
Japan’s poor in a theologically uncomplicated way. From 1910-1924, he lived 
for the most part in a six-foot square windowless shed in Kobe’s slums. A 
skilled organizer, he helped found trade unions and credit unions among dock 
workers, factory laborers, and subsistence farmers. Trade unions were forbidden 
at the time, and Kagawa was twice imprisoned. He was also a pacifist and 
organized the National Anti-War League in 1928. Kagawa was arrested in 1940 
for publicly apologizing to the people of China for Japan’s invasion of that 
country. An advocate for universal male suffrage (granted in 1925), he later 
became a voice for women’s right to vote as well.

A prolific author, his autobiographical novel, Crossing the Death Line (1920), 
became a best seller, and many of his other novels and writings in a Christian 
Socialist vein were translated into English. He used the revenues from his 
substantial book sales to fund his extensive slum work. Although Kagawa was 
under police surveillance much of his life, the Japanese government called on 
him to organize the rebuilding of Tokyo after a 1923 earthquake and again at the 
end of World War II to serve as head of the country’s social welfare programs.



Although some knew him best as a social reformer and pacifist, Kagawa saw 
himself first of all an evangelist. “Christ alone can make all things new,” he 
said. “The spirit of Christ must be the soul of all real social reconstruction.”

Kagawa died on April 23, 1960, in Tokyo.
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