
Morning Prayer

April 23, 2024

Tuesday after  the Fourth Sunday of Easter

[TOYOHIKO KAGAWA, Social Reformer , 1960]
If  then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of  God. 

 Colossians 3:1 

Confession of  Sin    

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep us 
in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory and Psalter    

All stand 



  BCP p. 80 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 

Christ our Passover 1 Cor. 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Cor. 15:20-22 

Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 

therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of  malice and evil, * 

but with the unleavened bread of  sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 
death no longer has dominion over him. 

The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 
but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 

Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
the first fruits of  those who have fallen asleep. 

For since by a man came death, *  
by a man has come also the resurrection of  the dead. 

For as in Adam all die, * 
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 

Psalm 45  BCP p. 647 

1 My heart is stirring with a noble song; 
let me recite what I have fashioned for the king; * 

my tongue shall be the pen of  a skilled writer. 
2 You are the fairest of  men; * 

grace flows from your lips, 
 because God has blessed you for ever. 
3 Strap your sword upon your thigh, O mighty warrior, * 

in your pride and in your majesty. 



4 Ride out and conquer in the cause of  truth * 
and for the sake of  justice. 

5 Your right hand will show you marvelous things; * 
your arrows are very sharp, O mighty warrior. 

6 The peoples are falling at your feet, * 
and the king’s enemies are losing heart. 

7 Your throne, O God, endures for ever and ever, * 
a scepter of  righteousness is the scepter of  your kingdom; 

 you love righteousness and hate iniquity. 
8 Therefore God, your God, has anointed you * 

with the oil of  gladness above your fellows. 
9 All your garments are fragrant with myrrh, aloes, and cassia, * 

and the music of  strings from ivory palaces makes you glad. 
10 Kings’ daughters stand among the ladies of  the court; * 

on your right hand is the queen, 
 adorned with the gold of  Ophir. 
11 “Hear, O daughter; consider and listen closely; * 

forget your people and your father’s house. 
12 The king will have pleasure in your beauty; * 

he is your master; therefore do him honor. 
13 The people of  Tyre are here with a gift; * 

the rich among the people seek your favor.” 
14 All glorious is the princess as she enters; * 

her gown is cloth-of-gold. 
15 In embroidered apparel she is brought to the king; * 

after her the bridesmaids follow in procession. 
16 With joy and gladness they are brought, * 

and enter into the palace of  the king. 
17 “In place of  fathers, O king, you shall have sons; * 

you shall make them princes over all the earth. 
18 I will make your name to be remembered 
from one generation to another; * 

therefore nations will praise you for ever and ever.” 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons    

The First Lesson Exod. 32:21-34 

A Reading from the Book of  Exodus. 

Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people do to you that you have brought so 
great a sin upon them?” And Aaron said, “Do not let the anger of  my lord burn 



hot; you know the people, that they are bent on evil. They said to me, Make us 
gods, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of  
the land of  Egypt, we do not know what has become of  him.’ So I said to them, 
Whoever has gold, take it off ’; so they gave it to me, and I threw it into the fire, 
and out came this calf !” When Moses saw that the people were running wild (for 
Aaron had let them run wild, to the derision of  their enemies), then Moses stood 
in the gate of  the camp, and said, “Who is on the Lord’s side? Come to me!” And 
all the sons of  Levi gathered around him. He said to them, “Thus says the LORD, 
the God of  Israel, Put your sword on your side, each of  you! Go back and forth 
from gate to gate throughout the camp, and each of  you kill your brother, your 
friend, and your neighbor.’” The sons of  Levi did as Moses commanded, and 
about three thousand of  the people fell on that day. Moses said, “Today you have 
ordained yourselves for the service of  the LORD, each one at the cost of  a son or 
a brother, and so have brought a blessing on yourselves this day.”  

On the next day Moses said to the people, “You have sinned a great sin. But now I 
will go up to the LORD; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.” So Moses 
returned to the LORD and said, “Alas, this people has sinned a great sin; they have 
made for themselves gods of  gold. But now, if  you will only forgive their sin—but 
if  not, blot me out of  the book that you have written.” But the LORD said to 
Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me I will blot out of  my book. But now go, 
lead the people to the place about which I have spoken to you; see, my angel shall 
go in front of  you. Nevertheless, when the day comes for punishment, I will 
punish them for their sin.”  

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

13. A Song of  Praise Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34 

Glory to you, Lord God of  our fathers; * 
you are worthy of  praise; glory to you. 

Glory to you for the radiance of  your holy Name; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you in the splendor of  your temple; * 
on the throne of  your majesty, glory to you. 

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
in the high vault of  heaven, glory to you. 



Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

The Second Lesson Matt. 5:11-16 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew. 

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of  
evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great 
in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

“You are the salt of  the earth; but if  salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under 
foot. “You are the light of  the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one 
after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it 
gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.  

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

18. A Song to the Lamb  Revelation 4:11, 5:9-10, 13 

Splendor and honor and kingly power * 
are yours by right, O Lord our God, 

For you created everything that is, * 
and by your will they were created and have their being; 

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, * 
for with your blood you have redeemed for God, 

From every family, language, people, and nation, * 
a kingdom of  priests to serve our God. 

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, * 
and to Christ the Lamb, 

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, * 
for ever and for evermore. 

The Apostles’ Creed  BCP p. 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of  heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 



 He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
 and born of  the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of  saints, 
 the forgiveness of  sins, 
 the resurrection of  the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers  BCP p. 97 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of  trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 



Suffrages A    

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of  the Day 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of  your people; Grant that when 
we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where 
he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

[Toyohiko Kagawa, Social Reformer , 1960] 

Strengthen and protect, O God, all those who suffer for their fidelity to Jesus 
Christ; that, like your servant Toyohiko Kawaga, they might persevere in seeking 
and serving Christ in all persons, and work tirelessly for the advancement of  your 
kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy 
Spirit be all honor and glory now and for ever.  Amen. 

A Collect for Peace    

O God, the author of  peace and lover of  concord, to know you is eternal life and 
to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of  
our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of  
any adversaries; through the might of  Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission    



Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of  your faithful 
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we 
offer before you for all members of  your holy Church, that in their vocation and 
ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
Here may be sung a hymn or anthem. 
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow. 

Prayers of the People

A Prayer in Time of Great Sickness and Mortality

 
O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of mortal sickness, we flee 
to you for comfort. Deliver us, we implore you, from our peril; give 
strength and skill to all those who minister to the sick; bring success to 
the measures used for their cure; and grant that, perceiving how frail 
and uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts to that heavenly 
wisdom which leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

For the Oppressed

Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live 
with injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. 
Have mercy upon us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our 
neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal 
protection of the law and equal opportunities for all. And grant that 
every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this land; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Before the close of  the Office one or both of  the following may be used 

The General Thanksgiving  BCP p. 101 

Almighty God, Father of  all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of  this life; 



but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of  the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of  grace, and for the hope of  glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of  your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
Then may be said 

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

The Officiant may then conclude with one of  the following 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 
or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in 
Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 
 Ephesians 3:20,21 

[Toyohiko Kagawa]

Social Reformer, 1960

Toyohiko Kagawa, born on July 10, 1888, in Kobe, Japan, was a Japanese 
evangelist, advocate of social change, and pacifist.

Kagawa was the son of a wealthy Kobe Buddhist business entrepreneur-
politician and his concubine, both of whom died when Kagawa was four years 
old. The youth was raised by Presbyterian missionaries and had a conversion 
experience at the age of fifteen. “O God, make me like Christ,” he prayed 
repeatedly.

Kagawa studied at theological seminaries in Japan and at Princeton University 
and Princeton Theological Seminary, but was increasingly drawn to an 
evangelism of social reform, seeking to apply Christ’s teachings directly to 
Japan’s poor in a theologically uncomplicated way. From 1910-1924, he lived 



for the most part in a six-foot square windowless shed in Kobe’s slums. A 
skilled organizer, he helped found trade unions and credit unions among dock 
workers, factory laborers, and subsistence farmers. Trade unions were forbidden 
at the time, and Kagawa was twice imprisoned. He was also a pacifist and 
organized the National Anti-War League in 1928. Kagawa was arrested in 1940 
for publicly apologizing to the people of China for Japan’s invasion of that 
country. An advocate for universal male suffrage (granted in 1925), he later 
became a voice for women’s right to vote as well.

A prolific author, his autobiographical novel, Crossing the Death Line (1920), 
became a best seller, and many of his other novels and writings in a Christian 
Socialist vein were translated into English. He used the revenues from his 
substantial book sales to fund his extensive slum work. Although Kagawa was 
under police surveillance much of his life, the Japanese government called on 
him to organize the rebuilding of Tokyo after a 1923 earthquake and again at the 
end of World War II to serve as head of the country’s social welfare programs.

Although some knew him best as a social reformer and pacifist, Kagawa saw 
himself first of all an evangelist. “Christ alone can make all things new,” he 
said. “The spirit of Christ must be the soul of all real social reconstruction.”

Kagawa died on April 23, 1960, in Tokyo.


	Morning Prayer
	April 23, 2024
	Tuesday after  the Fourth Sunday of Easter
	[TOYOHIKO KAGAWA, Social Reformer , 1960]
	Confession of Sin
	Invitatory and Psalter
	BCP p. 80
	Officiant Lord, open our lips. People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
	Christ our Passover 1 Cor. 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Cor. 15:20-22
	Psalm 45  BCP p. 647

	The Lessons
	The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
	13. A Song of Praise Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34
	The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
	18. A Song to the Lamb  Revelation 4:11, 5:9-10, 13
	The Apostles’ Creed  BCP p. 96

	The Prayers  BCP p. 97
	Officiant The Lord be with you. People And also with you. Officiant Let us pray.
	The Lord’s Prayer
	Suffrages A
	V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; R. And grant us your salvation. V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; R. Let your people sing with joy. V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; R. For only in you can we live in safety. V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;  R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. V. Let your way be known upon earth; R. Your saving health among all nations. V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
	The Collect of the Day
	[Toyohiko Kagawa, Social Reformer , 1960]
	A Collect for Peace
	A Prayer for Mission
	The General Thanksgiving  BCP p. 101
	Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.



