
Morning Prayer

April 25, 2024

SAINT MARK THE EVANGELIST
If  then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of  God. 

 Colossians 3:1 

Confession of  Sin    

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep us 
in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory and Psalter    

All stand 

  BCP p. 80 



Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 

Christ our Passover 1 Cor. 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Cor. 15:20-22 

Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 

therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of  malice and evil, * 

but with the unleavened bread of  sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 
death no longer has dominion over him. 

The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 
but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 

Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
the first fruits of  those who have fallen asleep. 

For since by a man came death, *  
by a man has come also the resurrection of  the dead. 

For as in Adam all die, * 
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 

Psalm 145  BCP p. 801 

1 I will exalt you, O God my King, * 
and bless your Name for ever and ever. 

2 Every day will I bless you * 
and praise your Name for ever and ever. 

3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 
there is no end to his greatness. 

4 One generation shall praise your works to another * 
and shall declare your power. 

5 I will ponder the glorious splendor of  your majesty * 
and all your marvelous works. 



6 They shall speak of  the might of  your wondrous acts, * 
and I will tell of  your greatness. 

7 They shall publish the remembrance of  your great goodness; * 
they shall sing of  your righteous deeds. 

8 The LORD is gracious and full of  compassion, * 
slow to anger and of  great kindness. 

9 The LORD is loving to everyone * 
and his compassion is over all his works. 

10 All your works praise you, O LORD, * 
and your faithful servants bless you. 

11 They make known the glory of  your kingdom * 
and speak of  your power; 

12 That the peoples may know of  your power * 
and the glorious splendor of  your kingdom. 

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; * 
your dominion endures throughout all ages. 

14 The LORD is faithful in all his words * 
and merciful in all his deeds. 

15 The LORD upholds all those who fall; * 
he lifts up those who are bowed down. 

16 The eyes of  all wait upon you, O LORD, * 
and you give them their food in due season. 

17 You open wide your hand * 
and satisfy the needs of  every living creature. 

18 The LORD is righteous in all his ways * 
and loving in all his works. 

19 The LORD is near to those who call upon him, * 
to all who call upon him faithfully. 

20 He fulfills the desire of  those who fear him; * 
he hears their cry and helps them. 

21 The LORD preserves all those who love him, * 
but he destroys all the wicked. 

22 My mouth shall speak the praise of  the LORD; * 
let all flesh bless his holy Name for ever and ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons    

The First Lesson Ecclus. 2:1-11 

A Reading from the Wisdom of  Ben Sira. 



My child, when you come to serve the Lord, 
   prepare yourself  for testing.  
 Set your heart right and be steadfast, 
   and do not be impetuous in time of  calamity.  
 Cling to him and do not depart, 
   so that your last days may be prosperous.  
 Accept whatever befalls you, 
   and in times of  humiliation be patient.  
 For gold is tested in the fire, 
   and those found acceptable, in the furnace of  humiliation.  
 Trust in him, and he will help you; 
   make your ways straight, and hope in him.  

 You who fear the Lord, wait for his mercy; 
   do not stray, or else you may fall.  
 You who fear the Lord, trust in him, 
   and your reward will not be lost.  
 You who fear the Lord, hope for good things, 
   for lasting joy and mercy.  
 Consider the generations of  old and see: 
   has anyone trusted in the Lord and been disappointed? 
Or has anyone persevered in the fear of  the Lord and been forsaken? 
   Or has anyone called upon him and been neglected?  
 For the Lord is compassionate and merciful; 
   he forgives sins and saves in time of  distress.  

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

16. The Song of  Zechariah  Luke 1: 68-79 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of  Israel; * 
he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
born of  the house of  his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of  old, 
that he would save us from our enemies, * 

from the hands of  all who hate us. 



He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
to set us free from the hands of  our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear, * 
holy and righteous in his sight 

all the days of  our life. 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of  the Most High, * 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
To give his people knowledge of  salvation * 

by the forgiveness of  their sins. 
In the tender compassion of  our God * 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of  death, * 

and to guide our feet into the way of  peace. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Second Lesson Acts 12:25-13:3 

A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles. 

Then after completing their mission Barnabas and Saul returned to Jerusalem and 
brought with them John, whose other name was Mark.  

Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon 
who was called Niger, Lucius of  Cyrene, Manaen a member of  the court of  Herod 
the ruler, and Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy 
Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 
them.” Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them 
off.  

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

21. You are God 

You are God: we praise you; 
You are the Lord; we acclaim you; 
You are the eternal Father: 
All creation worships you. 



To you all angels, all the powers of  heaven, 
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise: 
    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
    heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 
The glorious company of  apostles praise you. 
The noble fellowship of  prophets praise you. 
The white-robed army of  martyrs praise you. 
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you; 
    Father, of  majesty unbounded, 
    your true and only Son, worthy of  all worship, 
    and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.  
You, Christ, are the king of  glory, 
the eternal Son of  the Father. 
When you became man to set us free 
you did not shun the Virgin’s womb. 
You overcame the sting of  death 
and opened the kingdom of  heaven to all believers. 
You are seated at God’s right hand in glory. 
We believe that you will come and be our judge. 
    Come then, Lord, and help your people, 
    bought with the price of  your own blood, 
    and bring us with your saints 
    to glory everlasting.  

The Apostles’ Creed  BCP p. 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of  heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
 and born of  the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of  saints, 
 the forgiveness of  sins, 



 the resurrection of  the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers  BCP p. 97 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of  trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 

Suffrages B    

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V. Day by day we bless you; 
R. We praise your name for ever. 
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R. For we put our trust in you. 
V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R. And we shall never hope in vain. 



Saint Mark the Evangelist 

Almighty God, by the hand of  Mark the evangelist you have given to your Church 
the Gospel of  Jesus Christ the Son of  God: We thank you for this witness, and 
pray that we may be firmly grounded in its truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

A Collect for Guidance    

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you 
so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations 
of  our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in 
your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission    

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of  love on the hard wood of  the 
cross that everyone might come within the reach of  your saving embrace: So 
clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those 
who do not know you to the knowledge and love of  you; for the honor of  your 
Name. Amen. 
Here may be sung a hymn or anthem. 
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow. 

Prayers of the People

A Prayer in Time of Great Sickness and Mortality

 
O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of mortal sickness, we flee 
to you for comfort. Deliver us, we implore you, from our peril; give 
strength and skill to all those who minister to the sick; bring success to 
the measures used for their cure; and grant that, perceiving how frail 
and uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts to that heavenly 
wisdom which leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

For the Oppressed



Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live 
with injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. 
Have mercy upon us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our 
neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal 
protection of the law and equal opportunities for all. And grant that 
every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this land; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Before the close of  the Office one or both of  the following may be used 

The General Thanksgiving  BCP p. 101 

Almighty God, Father of  all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of  this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of  the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of  grace, and for the hope of  glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of  your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
Then may be said 

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

The Officiant may then conclude with one of  the following 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 
or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in 
Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 Ephesians 3:20,21 



Saint Mark the Evangelist

A disciple of Jesus, named Mark, appears in several places in the New 
Testament. If all references to Mark can be accepted as referring to the same 
person, we 
learn that he was the son of a woman who owned a house in Jerusalem. Church 
tradition suggests that Mark may have been the young man who fled naked 
when Jesus was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane. In his letter to the 
Colossians, Paul refers to “Mark the cousin of Barnabas,” who was with him in 
his imprisonment. Mark set out with Paul and Barnabas on their first 
missionary journey, but he turned back for reasons which failed to satisfy Paul 
(Acts 15:36– 40). When another journey was planned, Paul refused to have 
Mark with him. Instead, Mark went with Barnabas to Cyprus. The breach 
between Paul and Mark was later healed, and Mark became one of Paul’s 
companions in Rome, as well as a close friend of Peter’s. 

An early tradition recorded by Papias, Bishop of Hieropolis in Asia Minor at 
the beginning of the second century, names Mark as the author of the Gospel 
bearing his name, drawing his information from the teachings of Peter. In his 
First Letter, Peter refers to “my son Mark,” which shows a close relationship 
between the two men (1 Peter 5:13). 

The Church of Alexandria in Egypt claimed Mark as its first bishop and most 
illustrious martyr, and the great Church of St. Mark in Venice commemorates 
the disciple who progressed from turning back while on a missionary journey 
with Paul and Barnabas to proclaiming in his Gospel Jesus of Nazareth as Son 
of God, and bearing witness to that faith in his later life as friend and 
companion to the apostles Peter and Paul. 
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