
Evening Prayer

April 26, 2024

Friday after  the Fourth Sunday of Easter
Worship the Lord in the beauty of  his holiness; let the whole earth tremble before 
him. 

 Psalm 96:9 

Confession of  Sin    

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep us 
in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory and Psalter    

All stand 

  BCP p. 117 



Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 

O Gracious Light    

O gracious light, 
pure brightness of  the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of  the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of  God, O Giver of  Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Psalm 51  BCP p. 656 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; * 
in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness * 
and cleanse me from my sin. 

3 For I know my transgressions, * 
and my sin is ever before me. 

4 Against you only have I sinned * 
and done what is evil in your sight. 

5 And so you are justified when you speak * 
and upright in your judgment. 

6 Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, * 
a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

7 For behold, you look for truth deep within me, * 
and will make me understand wisdom secretly. 

8 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; * 
wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 

9 Make me hear of  joy and gladness, * 
that the body you have broken may rejoice. 

10 Hide your face from my sins * 
and blot out all my iniquities. 



11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

12 Cast me not away from your presence * 
and take not your holy Spirit from me. 

13 Give me the joy of  your saving help again * 
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 

14 I shall teach your ways to the wicked, * 
and sinners shall return to you. 

15 Deliver me from death, O God, * 
and my tongue shall sing of  your righteousness, 

 O God of  my salvation. 
16 Open my lips, O Lord, * 

and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
17 Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice, * 

but you take no delight in burnt-offerings. 
18 The sacrifice of  God is a troubled spirit; * 

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
19 Be favorable and gracious to Zion, * 

and rebuild the walls of  Jerusalem. 
20 Then you will be pleased with the appointed sacrifices, 
with burnt-offerings and oblations; * 

then shall they offer young bullocks upon your altar. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons    

The First Lesson Wisdom 6:12-23 

A Reading from the Wisdom of  Solomon. 

 Wisdom is radiant and unfading, 
and she is easily discerned by those who love her, 
and is found by those who seek her.  
 She hastens to make herself  known to those who desire her.  
 One who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty, 
for she will be found sitting at the gate.  
 To fix one’s thought on her is perfect understanding, 
and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free from care,  
 because she goes about seeking those worthy of  her, 
and she graciously appears to them in their paths, 
and meets them in every thought.  



 The beginning of  wisdom is the most sincere desire for instruction, 
and concern for instruction is love of  her,  
 and love of  her is the keeping of  her laws, 
and giving heed to her laws is assurance of  immortality,  
 and immortality brings one near to God;  
 so the desire for wisdom leads to a kingdom.  

 Therefore if  you delight in thrones and sceptres, O monarchs over the peoples, 
honour wisdom, so that you may reign for ever.  
 I will tell you what wisdom is and how she came to be, 
and I will hide no secrets from you, 
but I will trace her course from the beginning of  creation, 
and make knowledge of  her clear, 
and I will not pass by the truth;  
 nor will I travel in the company of  sickly envy, 
for envy does not associate with wisdom.  

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

13. A Song of  Praise Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34 

Glory to you, Lord God of  our fathers; * 
you are worthy of  praise; glory to you. 

Glory to you for the radiance of  your holy Name; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you in the splendor of  your temple; * 
on the throne of  your majesty, glory to you. 

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
in the high vault of  heaven, glory to you. 

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

The Second Lesson 1 Thess. 3:1-13 

A Reading from the First Letter to the Thessalonians. 



Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we decided to be left alone in Athens; 
and we sent Timothy, our brother and co-worker for God in proclaiming the 
gospel of  Christ, to strengthen and encourage you for the sake of  your faith, so 
that no one would be shaken by these persecutions. Indeed, you yourselves know 
that this is what we are destined for. In fact, when we were with you, we told you 
beforehand that we were to suffer persecution; so it turned out, as you know. For 
this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to find out about your faith; I 
was afraid that somehow the tempter had tempted you and that our labor had been 
in vain.  

But Timothy has just now come to us from you, and has brought us the good news 
of  your faith and love. He has told us also that you always remember us kindly and 
long to see us—just as we long to see you. For this reason, brothers and sisters, 
during all our distress and persecution we have been encouraged about you 
through your faith. For we now live, if  you continue to stand firm in the Lord. 
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before 
our God because of  you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see 
you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.  

Now may our God and Father himself  and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 
And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for 
all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in 
holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of  
our Lord Jesus with all his saints.  

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

17. The Song of  Simeon  Luke 2:29-32 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of  mine have seen the Savior, * 
whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
and the glory of  your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Apostles’ Creed  BCP p. 96 



I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of  heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
 and born of  the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of  saints, 
 the forgiveness of  sins, 
 the resurrection of  the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers    

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of  trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 



 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A    

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of  the Day 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of  your people; Grant that when 
we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where 
he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Fridays    

Lord Jesus Christ, by your death you took away the sting of  death: Grant to us 
your servants so to follow in faith where you have led the way, that we may at 
length fall asleep peacefully in you and wake up in your likeness; for your tender 
mercies’ sake. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission    

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of  your presence: Send forth upon 
us the spirit of  love, that in companionship with one another your abounding 
grace may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
Here may be sung a hymn or anthem. 



Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow. 

Prayers of the People

A Prayer in Time of Great Sickness and Mortality

 
O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of mortal sickness, we flee 
to you for comfort. Deliver us, we implore you, from our peril; give 
strength and skill to all those who minister to the sick; bring success to 
the measures used for their cure; and grant that, perceiving how frail 
and uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts to that heavenly 
wisdom which leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

For the Oppressed

Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live 
with injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. 
Have mercy upon us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our 
neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal 
protection of the law and equal opportunities for all. And grant that 
every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this land; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Before the close of  the Office one or both of  the following may be used 

A Prayer of  St. Chrysostom  BCP p. 102 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of  them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 
granting us in this world knowledge of  your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 
Then may be said 

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 



The Officiant may then conclude with one of  the following 
May the God of  hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power 
of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 Romans 15:13
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