
Evening Prayer

April 24, 2024

Wednesday after  the Fourth Sunday of Easter
Yours is the day, O God, yours also the night; you established the moon and the 
sun. You fixed all the boundaries of  the earth; you made both summer and winter. 

 Psalm 74:15,16 

Confession of  Sin    

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep us 
in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory and Psalter    

All stand 

  BCP p. 117 



Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 

O Gracious Light    

O gracious light, 
pure brightness of  the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of  the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of  God, O Giver of  Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Psalm 49  BCP p. 652 

1 Hear this, all you peoples; 
hearken, all you who dwell in the world, * 

you of  high degree and low, rich and poor together. 
2 My mouth shall speak of  wisdom, * 

and my heart shall meditate on understanding. 
3 I will incline my ear to a proverb * 

and set forth my riddle upon the harp. 
4 Why should I be afraid in evil days, * 

when the wickedness of  those at my heels surrounds me, 
5 The wickedness of  those who put their trust in their goods, * 

and boast of  their great riches? 
6 We can never ransom ourselves, * 

or deliver to God the price of  our life; 
7 For the ransom of  our life is so great, * 

that we should never have enough to pay it, 
8 In order to live for ever and ever, * 

and never see the grave. 
9 For we see that the wise die also; 
like the dull and stupid they perish * 

and leave their wealth to those who come after them. 



10 Their graves shall be their homes for ever, 
their dwelling places from generation to generation, * 

though they call the lands after their own names. 
11 Even though honored, they cannot live for ever; * 

they are like the beasts that perish. 
12 Such is the way of  those who foolishly trust in themselves, * 

and the end of  those who delight in their own words. 
13 Like a flock of  sheep they are destined to die; 
Death is their shepherd; * 

they go down straightway to the grave. 
14 Their form shall waste away, * 

and the land of  the dead shall be their home. 
15 But God will ransom my life; * 

he will snatch me from the grasp of  death. 
16 Do not be envious when some become rich, * 

or when the grandeur of  their house increases; 
17 For they will carry nothing away at their death, * 

nor will their grandeur follow them. 
18 Though they thought highly of  themselves while they lived, * 

and were praised for their success, 
19 They shall join the company of  their forebears, * 

who will never see the light again. 
20 Those who are honored, but have no understanding, * 

are like the beasts that perish. 

Psalm 53  BCP p. 658 

1 The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” * 
All are corrupt and commit abominable acts; 

 there is none who does any good. 
2 God looks down from heaven upon us all, * 

to see if  there is any who is wise, 
 if  there is one who seeks after God. 
3 Every one has proved faithless; 
all alike have turned bad; * 

there is none who does good; no, not one. 
4 Have they no knowledge, those evildoers * 

who eat up my people like bread 
 and do not call upon God? 
5 See how greatly they tremble, 
such trembling as never was; * 

for God has scattered the bones of  the enemy; 
 they are put to shame, because God has rejected them. 



6 Oh, that Israel’s deliverance would come out of  Zion! * 
when God restores the fortunes of  his people 

 Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons    

The First Lesson Wisdom 4:16-5:8 

A Reading from the Wisdom of  Solomon. 

 The righteous who have died will condemn the ungodly who are living, 
and youth that is quickly perfected will condemn the prolonged old age of  the 
unrighteous.  
 For they will see the end of  the wise, 
and will not understand what the Lord purposed for them, 
and for what he kept them safe.  
 The unrighteous will see, and will have contempt for them, 
but the Lord will laugh them to scorn. 
After this they will become dishonoured corpses, 
and an outrage among the dead for ever;  
 because he will dash them speechless to the ground, 
and shake them from the foundations; 
they will be left utterly dry and barren, 
and they will suffer anguish, 
and the memory of  them will perish.  

 They will come with dread when their sins are reckoned up, 
and their lawless deeds will convict them to their face.  

Then the righteous will stand with great confidence 
in the presence of  those who have oppressed them 
and those who make light of  their labours.  
 When the unrighteous see them, they will be shaken with dreadful fear, 
and they will be amazed at the unexpected salvation of  the righteous.  
 They will speak to one another in repentance, 
and in anguish of  spirit they will groan, and say,  
 These are persons whom we once held in derision 
and made a byword of  reproach—fools that we were! 
We thought that their lives were madness 
and that their end was without honour.  
 Why have they been numbered among the children of  God? 
And why is their lot among the saints?  



 So it was we who strayed from the way of  truth, 
and the light of  righteousness did not shine on us, 
and the sun did not rise upon us.  
 We took our fill of  the paths of  lawlessness and destruction, 
and we journeyed through trackless deserts, 
but the way of  the Lord we have not known.  
 What has our arrogance profited us? 
And what good has our boasted wealth brought us?  

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

C. The Song of  Hannah  1 Samuel 2:1-8 

My heart exults in you, O God; * 
my triumph song is lifted in you. 

My mouth derides my enemies, * 
for I rejoice in your salvation. 

There is none holy like you, * 
nor any rock to be compared to you, our God. 

Do not heap up prideful words or speak in arrogance; * 
Only God is knowing and weighs all actions. 

The bows of  the mighty are broken, * 
but the weak are clothed in strength. 

Those once full now labor for bread, * 
those who hungered now are well fed. 

The childless woman has borne sevenfold, * 
while the mother of  many is forlorn. 

God destroys and brings to life, casts down and raises up; * 
gives wealth or takes it away, humbles and dignifies. 

God raises the poor from the dust; * 
and lifts the needy from the ash heap 

To make them sit with the rulers * 
and inherit a place of  honor. 

For the pillars of  the earth are God’s * 
on which the whole earth is founded. 

The Second Lesson 1 Thess. 2:1-12 



A Reading from the First Letter to the Thessalonians. 

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, 
but though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as 
you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of  God in spite 
of  great opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives 
or trickery, but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the 
message of  the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God 
who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with 
words of  flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from mortals, 
whether from you or from others,  

though we might have made demands as apostles of  Christ. But we were gentle 
among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care 
for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of  God but 
also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us. You remember our 
labor and toil, brothers and sisters; we worked night and day, so that we might not 
burden any of  you while we proclaimed to you the gospel of  God. You are 
witnesses, and God also, how pure, upright, and blameless our conduct was toward 
you believers. As you know, we dealt with each one of  you like a father with his 
children, urging and encouraging you and pleading that you lead a life worthy of  
God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.  

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

17. The Song of  Simeon  Luke 2:29-32 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of  mine have seen the Savior, * 
whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
and the glory of  your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Apostles’ Creed  BCP p. 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of  heaven and earth. 



I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
 and born of  the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of  saints, 
 the forgiveness of  sins, 
 the resurrection of  the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers    

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of  trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 



Suffrages B    

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful. 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of  peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned 
before the great judgment seat of  Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of  
[________ and] all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to 
Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

The Collect of  the Day 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of  your people; Grant that when 
we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where 
he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

A Collect for the Presence of  Christ    

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our 
companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you 
as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking of  bread. Grant this for the sake 
of  your love. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission    



O God and Father of  all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also 
worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and 
women everywhere love you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
Here may be sung a hymn or anthem. 
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow. 

Prayers of the People

A Prayer in Time of Great Sickness and Mortality

 
O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of mortal sickness, we flee 
to you for comfort. Deliver us, we implore you, from our peril; give 
strength and skill to all those who minister to the sick; bring success to 
the measures used for their cure; and grant that, perceiving how frail 
and uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts to that heavenly 
wisdom which leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

For the Oppressed

Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live 
with injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. 
Have mercy upon us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our 
neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal 
protection of the law and equal opportunities for all. And grant that 
every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this land; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Before the close of  the Office one or both of  the following may be used 

A Prayer of  St. Chrysostom  BCP p. 102 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of  them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 



granting us in this world knowledge of  your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 
Then may be said 
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
The Officiant may then conclude with one of  the following 
The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of  God, and the fellowship of  
the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen. 
 2 Corinthians 13:14 
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