Evening Prayer
October 10, 2025
Friday after the Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

VIDA DUTTON SCUDDER, Educator, 1954

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

John 8:12

Confession of Sin

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.



Invitatory and Psalter

All stand

BCP p. 117
Officiant O God, make speed to save us.
People O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia.

O Gracious Light

O gracious light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,

O Son of God, O Giver of Life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

Psalm 141 BCP p. 797

1O LORD, I call to you; come to me quickly; *
hear my voice when I cry to you.
2Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
3Set a watch before my mouth, O LORD,
and guard the door of my lips; *
let not my heart incline to any evil thing.



4 Let me not be occupied in wickedness with evildoers, *
nor eat of their choice foods.

5Let the righteous smite me in friendly rebuke;

let not the oil of the unrighteous anoint my head; *
for my prayer is continually against their wicked deeds.

6 Let their rulers be overthrown in stony places, *
that they may know my words are true.

7 As when a plowman turns over the earth in furrows, *
let their bones be scattered at the mouth of the grave.

8§ But my eyes are turned to you, Lord GOD; *
in you I take refuge;

do not strip me of my life.

9 Protect me from the snare which they have laid for me *
and from the traps of the evildoers.

10 Let the wicked fall into their own nets, *
while I myself escape.

Psalm 143 BCP p. 798

1LORD, hear my prayer,
and in your faithfulness heed my supplications; *
answer me in your righteousness.
2 Enter not into judgment with your servant, *
for in your sight shall no one living be justified.
3For my enemy has sought my life;
he has crushed me to the ground; *
he has made me live in dark places like those who are long dead.
4 My spirit faints within me; *
my heart within me is desolate.
5] remember the time past;
I muse upon all your deeds; *
I consider the works of your hands.
6] spread out my hands to you; *
my soul gasps to you like a thirsty land.
70O LORD, make haste to answer me; my spirit fails me; *
do not hide your face from me



or I shall be like those who go down to the Pit.
8 Let me hear of your loving-kindness in the morning,
for I put my trust in you; *
show me the road that I must walk,
for I lift up my soul to you.
9Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD, *
for I flee to you for refuge.
10 Teach me to do what pleases you, for you are my God; *
let your good Spirit lead me on level ground.
11 Revive me, O LORD, for your Name’s sake; *
for your righteousness’ sake, bring me out of trouble.
12[Of your goodness, destroy my enemies
and bring all my foes to naught, *
for truly I am your servant.]
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

The First Lesson Micah 3:9-4:5
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Micah.

Hear this, you rulers of the house of Jacob and chiefs of the house of
Israel, who abhor justice and pervert all equity, who build Zion with
blood and Jerusalem with wrong! Its rulers give judgment for a bribe, its
priests teach for a price, its prophets give oracles for money; yet they
lean upon the LORD and say, “Surely the LORD is with us! No harm
shall come upon us.” Therefore because of you Zion shall be plowed as a
field; Jerusalem shall become a heap of ruins, and the mountain of the
house a wooded height.

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as
the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised up above the hills.
Peoples shall stream to it, and many nations shall come and say: “Come,
let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of
Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his
paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the



LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between many peoples, and shall
arbitrate between strong nations far away; they shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more; but
they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees,
and no one shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the LORD of hosts
has spoken. For all the peoples walk, each in the name of its god, but we
will walk in the name of the LORD our God forever and ever.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

G. A Song of Ezekiel Ezekiel 36:24-28

I will take you from among all nations; *

and gather you from all lands to bring you home.
I will sprinkle clean water upon you; *

and purify you from false gods and uncleanness.
A new heart I will give you *

and a new spirit put within you.
I will take the stone heart from your chest *

and give you a heart of flesh.
I will help you walk in my laws *

and cherish my commandments and do them.
You shall be my people, *

and I will be your God.

The Second Lesson 1 Cor. 12:12-26
A Reading from the First Letter to the Corinthians.

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does



not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, “Because I
am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any
less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an
eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part
of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be?
If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But
as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he
chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it s,
there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand,
“I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need
of you.” On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be
weaker are indispensable, and those members of the body that we think
less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable
members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable
members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the
greater honor to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension
within the body, but the members may have the same care for one
another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member
is honored, all rejoice together with it.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

17. The Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32

Lord, you now have set your servant free *
to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations, *
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



The Apostles’ Creed BCP p. 96

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.



Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and for ever. Amen.

Suffrages B

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful.
We entreat you, O Lord.

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be
condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the
communion of [ and] all your saints, entrusting one another
and all our life to Christ,

We entreat you, O Lord.

The Collect of the Day



Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than
we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour
upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of
which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for
which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and
mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Vida Dutton Scudder, Educator, 1954

Most gracious God, you sent your beloved Son to preach peace to those
who are far off and to those who are near: Raise up in your church
witnesses who, after the example of your servant Vida Dutton Scudder,
stand firm in proclaiming the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ; who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

A Collect for Fridays

Lord Jesus Christ, by your death you took away the sting of death: Grant
to us your servants so to follow in faith where you have led the way, that
we may at length fall asleep peacefully in you and wake up in your
likeness; for your tender mercies” sake. Amen.

A Prayer for Mission

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole
earth also worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and
bless you, and men and women everywhere love you and serve you in
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Here may be sung a hymn or anthem.
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.

62. A Prayer attributed to St. Francis

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is
hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where



there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where
there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where
there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to
be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is
in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we
are born to eternal life. Amen.

Before the close of the Office one or both of the following may be used

The General Thanksgiving BCP p. 101

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Then may be said

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.

2 Corinthians 13:14
Vida Dutton Scudder

Vida Dutton Scudder exemplifies the marriage of contemplation and
action within an engaged Christian spirituality. As a contemplative
laywoman, Scudder was a champion for peace, social action, and
women

throughout her life.

Scudder was born on December 15, 1861, the child of
Congregationalist missionaries in India. In the 1870s, Vida and her
mother were prepared for confirmation in the Episcopal Church by
Phillips Brooks, then Rector of Trinity Church, Copley Square, Boston,
and later Bishop of Massachusetts. After studying English literature

at Smith College and Oxford University, Scudder began teaching at
Wellesley College. Her love of scholarship was matched by her social
conscience and deep spirituality. As a young woman, Scudder founded
the College Settlements Association, joined the Society of Christian
Socialists, and, in 1889, began a lifelong association with the Society of
the Companions of the Holy Cross, a community living in the world and
devoted to intercessory prayer.

In 1893, Scudder took a leave of absence from Wellesley to work

with Helena Stuart Dudley in founding Denison House in Boston, a
“college settlement,” where wealthy college-educated women provided
social services to poor immigrant neighbors, in conversation with the
local parish priest. Stresses from teaching and her activism led to a
breakdown in 1901. After two years’ recuperation in Italy, she returned
renewed and became even more active in church and socialist groups;
she started a group for Italian immigrants at Denison House and took
an active part in organizing the Women’s Trade Union League. In 1911,
Scudder founded the Episcopal Church Socialist League, and formally
joined the Socialist party. Her support of the Lawrence, Massachusetts,
textile workers’ strike in 1912 drew a great deal of criticism and



threatened her teaching position. Though she initially supported World
War I, she joined the Fellowship of Reconciliation in 1923, and by the
1930s was a firm pacifist.

Throughout her life, Scudder’s primary relationships and support
network were women. After retirement, she authored 16 books on
religious and political subjects, combining her intense activism with

an equally vibrant spirituality. “If prayer is the deep secret creative
force that Jesus tells us it is, we should be very busy with it,” she wrote
characteristically, adding that there was one sure way “of directly
helping on the Kingdom of God. That way is prayer. Social intercession
may be the mightiest force in the world.” Vida Scudder died on October
9, 1954.
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