
Evening Prayer

April 22, 2024

Monday after  the Fourth Sunday of Easter

[HADEWIJCH OF BRABANT, Poet and Mystic, 13th 
century]

Worship the Lord in the beauty of  his holiness; let the whole earth tremble before 
him. 

 Psalm 96:9 

Confession of  Sin    

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep us 
in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory and Psalter    



All stand 

  BCP p. 117 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 

O Gracious Light    

O gracious light, 
pure brightness of  the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of  the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of  God, O Giver of  Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Psalm 44  BCP p. 645 

1 We have heard with our ears, O God, 
our forefathers have told us, * 

the deeds you did in their days, 
 in the days of  old. 
2 How with your hand you drove the peoples out 
and planted our forefathers in the land; * 

how you destroyed nations and made your people flourish. 
3 For they did not take the land by their sword, 
nor did their arm win the victory for them; * 

but your right hand, your arm, and the light of  your countenance, 
 because you favored them. 
4 You are my King and my God; * 

you command victories for Jacob. 
5 Through you we pushed back our adversaries; * 

through your Name we trampled on those who rose up against us. 



6 For I do not rely on my bow, * 
and my sword does not give me the victory. 

7 Surely, you gave us victory over our adversaries * 
and put those who hate us to shame. 

8 Every day we gloried in God, * 
and we will praise your Name for ever. 

9 Nevertheless, you have rejected and humbled us * 
and do not go forth with our armies. 

10 You have made us fall back before our adversary, * 
and our enemies have plundered us. 

11 You have made us like sheep to be eaten * 
and have scattered us among the nations. 

12 You are selling your people for a trifle * 
and are making no profit on the sale of  them. 

13 You have made us the scorn of  our neighbors, * 
a mockery and derision to those around us. 

14 You have made us a byword among the nations, * 
a laughing-stock among the peoples. 

15 My humiliation is daily before me, * 
and shame has covered my face; 

16 Because of  the taunts of  the mockers and blasphemers, * 
because of  the enemy and avenger. 

17 All this has come upon us; * 
yet we have not forgotten you, 

 nor have we betrayed your covenant. 
18 Our heart never turned back, * 

nor did our footsteps stray from your path; 
19 Though you thrust us down into a place of  misery, * 

and covered us over with deep darkness. 
20 If  we have forgotten the Name of  our God, * 

or stretched out our hands to some strange god, 
21 Will not God find it out? * 

for he knows the secrets of  the heart. 
22 Indeed, for your sake we are killed all the day long; * 

we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 
23 Awake, O Lord! why are you sleeping? * 

Arise! do not reject us for ever. 
24 Why have you hidden your face * 

and forgotten our affliction and oppression? 
25 We sink down into the dust; * 

our body cleaves to the ground. 
26 Rise up, and help us, * 

and save us, for the sake of  your steadfast love. 



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons    

The First Lesson Wisdom 1:16-2:11,21-24 

A Reading from the Wisdom of  Solomon. 

 But the ungodly by their words and deeds summoned death; 
considering him a friend, they pined away 
and made a covenant with him, 
because they are fit to belong to his company.  

For they reasoned unsoundly, saying to themselves, 
Short and sorrowful is our life, 
and there is no remedy when a life comes to its end, 
and no one has been known to return from Hades.  
 For we were born by mere chance, 
and hereafter we shall be as though we had never been, 
for the breath in our nostrils is smoke, 
and reason is a spark kindled by the beating of  our hearts;  
 when it is extinguished, the body will turn to ashes, 
and the spirit will dissolve like empty air.  
 Our name will be forgotten in time, 
and no one will remember our works; 
our life will pass away like the traces of  a cloud, 
and be scattered like mist 
that is chased by the rays of  the sun 
and overcome by its heat.  
 For our allotted time is the passing of  a shadow, 
and there is no return from our death, 
because it is sealed up and no one turns back.  

 Come, therefore, let us enjoy the good things that exist, 
and make use of  the creation to the full as in youth.  
 Let us take our fill of  costly wine and perfumes, 
and let no flower of  spring pass us by.  
 Let us crown ourselves with rosebuds before they wither.  
 Let none of  us fail to share in our revelry; 
everywhere let us leave signs of  enjoyment, 
because this is our portion, and this our lot.  
 Let us oppress the righteous poor man; 
let us not spare the widow 



or regard the grey hairs of  the aged.  
 But let our might be our law of  right, 
for what is weak proves itself  to be useless.  

 Thus they reasoned, but they were led astray, 
for their wickedness blinded them,  
 and they did not know the secret purposes of  God, 
nor hoped for the wages of  holiness, 
nor discerned the prize for blameless souls;  
 for God created us for incorruption, 
and made us in the image of  his own eternity,  
 but through the devil’s envy death entered the world, 
and those who belong to his company experience it.  

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

A. A Song of  Wisdom  Wisdom 10:15-19,20b-21 

Wisdom freed from a nation of  oppressors * 
a holy people and a blameless race. 

She entered the soul of  a servant of  the Lord, * 
withstood dread rulers with wonders and signs. 

To the saints she gave the reward of  their labors, * 
and led them by a marvelous way; 

She was their shelter by day * 
and a blaze of  stars by night. 

She brought them across the Red Sea, * 
she led them through mighty waters; 

But their enemies she swallowed in the waves * 
and spewed them out from the depths of  the abyss. 

And then, Lord, the righteous sang hymns to your Name, * 
and praised with one voice your protecting hand; 

For Wisdom opened the mouths of  the mute, * 
and gave speech to the tongues of  a new-born people. 

The Second Lesson Col 3:18-4:6[7-18] 

A Reading from the Letter to the Colossians. 



Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your 
wives and never treat them harshly. Children, obey your parents in everything, for 
this is your acceptable duty in the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your children, or 
they may lose heart. Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything, not only while 
being watched and in order to please them, but wholeheartedly, fearing the Lord. 
Whatever your task, put yourselves into it, as done for the Lord and not for your 
masters, since you know that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your 
reward; you serve the Lord Christ. For the wrongdoer will be paid back for 
whatever wrong has been done, and there is no partiality.  

Masters, treat your slaves justly and fairly, for you know that you also have a Master 
in heaven.  

Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving. At the same time 
pray for us as well that God will open to us a door for the word, that we may 
declare the mystery of  Christ, for which I am in prison, so that I may reveal it 
clearly, as I should.  

Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the most of  the time. Let your 
speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you 
ought to answer everyone.[  

Tychicus will tell you all the news about me; he is a beloved brother, a faithful 
minister, and a fellow servant in the Lord. I have sent him to you for this very 
purpose, so that you may know how we are and that he may encourage your hearts; 
he is coming with Onesimus, the faithful and beloved brother, who is one of  you. 
They will tell you about everything here. Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, 
as does Mark the cousin of  Barnabas, concerning whom you have received 
instructions—if  he comes to you, welcome him. And Jesus who is called Justus 
greets you. These are the only ones of  the circumcision among my co-workers for 
the kingdom of  God, and they have been a comfort to me. Epaphras, who is one 
of  you, a servant of  Christ Jesus, greets you. He is always wrestling in his prayers 
on your behalf, so that you may stand mature and fully assured in everything that 
God wills. For I testify for him that he has worked hard for you and for those in 
Laodicea and in Hierapolis. Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas greet you. 
Give my greetings to the brothers and sisters in Laodicea, and to Nympha and the 
church in her house. And when this letter has been read among you, have it read 
also in the church of  the Laodiceans; and see that you read also the letter from 
Laodicea. And say to Archippus, “See that you complete the task that you have 
received in the Lord.” I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Remember my 
chains. Grace be with you.]  



The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

17. The Song of  Simeon  Luke 2:29-32 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of  mine have seen the Savior, * 
whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
and the glory of  your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Apostles’ Creed  BCP p. 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of  heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
 and born of  the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of  saints, 
 the forgiveness of  sins, 
 the resurrection of  the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers    



Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of  trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 

Suffrages B    

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful. 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of  peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned 
before the great judgment seat of  Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 



That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of  
[________ and] all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to 
Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

The Collect of  the Day 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of  your people; Grant that when 
we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where 
he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

[Hadewijch of  Brabant, Poet and Mystic, 13th Century] 

Triune God of  Love, overwhelming and all-encompassing: Visit us in our solitude 
and in our companionship, and draw us ever more deeply into union with you, 
who are ever present and ever mysterious; that we, like your servant Hadewijch, 
might know you ever more fully, even as we have been fully known.  Amen. 

A Collect for Peace    

Most holy God, the source of  all good desires, all right judgments, and all just 
works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that 
our minds may be fixed on the doing of  your will, and that we, being delivered 
from the fear of  all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies 
of  Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission    

O God and Father of  all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also 
worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and 
women everywhere love you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
Here may be sung a hymn or anthem. 
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow. 

Prayers of the People

A Prayer in Time of Great Sickness and Mortality

 
O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of mortal sickness, we flee 



to you for comfort. Deliver us, we implore you, from our peril; give 
strength and skill to all those who minister to the sick; bring success to 
the measures used for their cure; and grant that, perceiving how frail 
and uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts to that heavenly 
wisdom which leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

For the Oppressed

Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live 
with injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. 
Have mercy upon us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our 
neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal 
protection of the law and equal opportunities for all. And grant that 
every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this land; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Before the close of  the Office one or both of  the following may be used 

The General Thanksgiving  BCP p. 101 

Almighty God, Father of  all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of  this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of  the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of  grace, and for the hope of  glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of  your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
Then may be said 



Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

The Officiant may then conclude with one of  the following 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 
or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in 
Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 
 Ephesians 3:20,21 

[Hadewijch of Brabant]

Poet and Mystic, thirteenth century

Little is known about the life of Hadewijch apart from her influential corpus of 
spiritual writings. She was almost certainly a Beguine, a member of a group of 
women who lived in a quasi-monastic community but did not take formal vows. 
Instead, they pledged to be bound by the traditional vows of poverty, chastity, 
and obedience only as long as they lived in the community.

The Beguine movement was particularly attractive to women who could not 
afford the (often substantial) dowry that was required by many monasteries, but 
the level of Hadewijch’s education suggests that she was probably from a 
wealthy background. Her writings show that, in addition to her native language 
of Dutch, she was conversant with theological writings in both Latin and 
French, and also with French courtly poetry.

Hadewijch is considered one of the creators of Dutch lyrical poetry, which 
includes compositions in which she coopts the French trouvêre form to extoll 
the love between the speaker and God rather than worldly love. She also wrote 
poems 
in couplets on religious themes, as well as prose letters and a Book of Visions in 
which she engages Christ in dialogue.

In a number of her works, she explicitly genders Love as female:

“Of great Love in high thought I long to think, day and night. She with her 
terrible might 
so opens my heart.

I must surrender all to her.” And also,



“Sweet as Love’s nature is, 
Where can she come by the strange hatred 
With which she continually pursues me, 
And that pierces the depths of my heart with storm? I wander in darkness 
without clarity, 
Without liberating consolation, and in strange fear.”

While her works were widely known in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, 
by the time of the sixteenth century she had been largely forgotten. However, 
recent scholarly research has uncovered the profound impact that her writings 
had on better-known male mystics such as Meister Eckhart and John of 
Ruusbroec, which has resulted in increased attention and appreciation for the 
originality and import of her works.
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