
Morning Prayer

October 9, 2025

Thursday after  the Seventeenth Sunday after 
Pentecost

ROBERT GROSSETESTE, Bishop, 1253

The hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship him.

John 4:23

Confession of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.



Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

Invitatory and Psalter  

All stand

BCP p. 80

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him. 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, * 
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, * 
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God,



and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him. 

Psalm 131 BCP p. 785

1 O LORD, I am not proud; * 
I have no haughty looks.

2 I do not occupy myself with great matters, * 
or with things that are too hard for me.

3 But I still my soul and make it quiet,
like a child upon its mother’s breast; * 

my soul is quieted within me.
4 O Israel, wait upon the LORD, * 

from this time forth for evermore.

Psalm 132 BCP p. 785

1 LORD, remember David, * 
and all the hardships he endured;

2 How he swore an oath to the LORD * 
and vowed a vow to the Mighty One of Jacob:

3 “I will not come under the roof of my house, * 
nor climb up into my bed;

4 I will not allow my eyes to sleep, * 
nor let my eyelids slumber;

5 Until I find a place for the LORD, * 
a dwelling for the Mighty One of Jacob.”

6 “The ark! We heard it was in Ephratah; * 
we found it in the fields of Jearim.

7 Let us go to God’s dwelling place; * 
let us fall upon our knees before his footstool.”

8 Arise, O LORD, into your resting-place, * 
you and the ark of your strength.

9 Let your priests be clothed with righteousness; * 
let your faithful people sing with joy.



10 For your servant David’s sake, * 
do not turn away the face of your Anointed.

11 The LORD has sworn an oath to David; * 
in truth, he will not break it:

12 “A son, the fruit of your body * 
will I set upon your throne.

13 If your children keep my covenant
and my testimonies that I shall teach them, * 

their children will sit upon your throne for evermore.”
14 For the LORD has chosen Zion; * 

he has desired her for his habitation:
15 “This shall be my resting-place for ever; * 

here will I dwell, for I delight in her.
16 I will surely bless her provisions, * 

and satisfy her poor with bread.
17 I will clothe her priests with salvation, * 

and her faithful people will rejoice and sing.
18 There will I make the horn of David flourish; * 

I have prepared a lamp for my Anointed.
19 As for his enemies, I will clothe them with shame; * 

but as for him, his crown will shine.”

Psalm 133 BCP p. 787

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 
when brethren live together in unity!

2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 
that runs down upon the beard,

3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * 
and runs down upon the collar of his robe.

4 It is like the dew of Hermon * 
that falls upon the hills of Zion.

5 For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: * 
life for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



The Lessons  

The First Lesson 2 Kings 23:4-25

A Reading from the Second Book of Kings.

The king commanded the high priest Hilkiah, the priests of the second 
order, and the guardians of the threshold, to bring out of the temple of 
the LORD all the vessels made for Baal, for Asherah, and for all the host 
of heaven; he burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields of the Kidron, 
and carried their ashes to Bethel. He deposed the idolatrous priests 
whom the kings of Judah had ordained to make offerings in the high 
places at the cities of Judah and around Jerusalem; those also who made 
offerings to Baal, to the sun, the moon, the constellations, and all the 
host of the heavens. He brought out the image of Asherah from the 
house of the LORD, outside Jerusalem, to the Wadi Kidron, burned it at 
the Wadi Kidron, beat it to dust and threw the dust of it upon the graves 
of the common people. He broke down the houses of the male temple 
prostitutes that were in the house of the LORD, where the women did 
weaving for Asherah. He brought all the priests out of the towns of 
Judah, and defiled the high places where the priests had made offerings, 
from Geba to Beer-sheba; he broke down the high places of the gates that 
were at the entrance of the gate of Joshua the governor of the city, which 
were on the left at the gate of the city. The priests of the high places, 
however, did not come up to the altar of the LORD in Jerusalem, but ate 
unleavened bread among their kindred. He defiled Topheth, which is in 
the valley of Ben-hinnom, so that no one would make a son or a 
daughter pass through fire as an offering to Molech. He removed the 
horses that the kings of Judah had dedicated to the sun, at the entrance 
to the house of the LORD, by the chamber of the eunuch Nathan-melech, 
which was in the precincts; then he burned the chariots of the sun with 
fire. The altars on the roof of the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the 
kings of Judah had made, and the altars that Manasseh had made in the 
two courts of the house of the LORD, he pulled down from there and 
broke in pieces, and threw the rubble into the Wadi Kidron. The king 
defiled the high places that were east of Jerusalem, to the south of the 
Mount of Destruction, which King Solomon of Israel had built for 
Astarte the abomination of the Sidonians, for Chemosh the abomination 



of Moab, and for Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. He broke 
the pillars in pieces, cut down the sacred poles, and covered the sites 
with human bones. Moreover, the altar at Bethel, the high place erected 
by Jeroboam son of Nebat, who caused Israel to sin—he pulled down 
that altar along with the high place. He burned the high place, crushing 
it to dust; he also burned the sacred pole. As Josiah turned, he saw the 
tombs there on the mount; and he sent and took the bones out of the 
tombs, and burned them on the altar, and defiled it, according to the 
word of the LORD that the man of God proclaimed, when Jeroboam 
stood by the altar at the festival; he turned and looked up at the tomb of 
the man of God who had predicted these things. Then he said, “What is 
that monument that I see?” The people of the city told him, “It is the 
tomb of the man of God who came from Judah and predicted these 
things that you have done against the altar at Bethel.” He said, “Let him 
rest; let no one move his bones.” So they let his bones alone, with the 
bones of the prophet who came out of Samaria. Moreover, Josiah 
removed all the shrines of the high places that were in the towns of 
Samaria, which kings of Israel had made, provoking the LORD to anger; 
he did to them just as he had done at Bethel. He slaughtered on the 
altars all the priests of the high places who were there, and burned 
human bones on them. Then he returned to Jerusalem. The king 
commanded all the people, “Keep the passover to the LORD your God 
as prescribed in this book of the covenant.” No such passover had been 
kept since the days of the judges who judged Israel, or during all the 
days of the kings of Israel or of the kings of Judah; but in the eighteenth 
year of King Josiah this passover was kept to the LORD in Jerusalem. 
Moreover Josiah put away the mediums, wizards, teraphim, idols, and 
all the abominations that were seen in the land of Judah and in 
Jerusalem, so that he established the words of the law that were written 
in the book that the priest Hilkiah had found in the house of the LORD. 

Before him there was no king like him, who turned to the LORD with all 
his heart, with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the 
law of Moses; nor did any like him arise after him. 



The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

8. The Song of Moses Exodus 15:1-6, 11-13, 17-18

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 
the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea.

The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * 
the Lord has become my Savior.

This is my God and I will praise him, * 
the God of my people and I will exalt him.

The Lord is a mighty warrior; * 
Yahweh is his Name.

The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 
the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea.

The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * 
they sank into the depths like a stone.

Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 
your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy.

Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * 
who is like you, glorious in holiness,

awesome in renown, and worker of wonders?
You stretched forth your right hand; * 

the earth swallowed them up.
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 

with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling.
You will bring them in and plant them * 

on the mount of your possession,
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 

the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established.
The Lord shall reign * 

for ever and for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Second Lesson Matt. 9:18-26



A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew.

While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the 
synagogue came in and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just 
died; but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” And Jesus 
got up and followed him, with his disciples. Then suddenly a woman 
who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years came up 
behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, for she said to herself, 
“If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” Jesus turned, and seeing 
her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And 
instantly the woman was made well. When Jesus came to the leader’s 
house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, he 
said, “Go away; for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed 
at him. But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took 
her by the hand, and the girl got up. And the report of this spread 
throughout that district. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

20. Glory to God BCP p. 94

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us; 



you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed BCP p. 96

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers BCP p. 97



Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray.

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen.

Suffrages A  

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 



V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than 
we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour 
upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of 
which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for 
which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and 
mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Robert Grosseteste, Bishop, 1253

O God, our heavenly Father, who raised up your faithful servant Robert 
Grosseteste to be a bishop and pastor in your church and to feed your 
flock: Give abundantly to all pastors the gifts of your Holy Spirit, that 
they may minister in your household as true servants of Christ and 
stewards of your divine mysteries; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.  Amen.

A Collect for Guidance  

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We 
humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in 
all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may 
remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.

A Prayer for Mission  

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your 
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and 
prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, 



that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve 
you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Here may be sung a hymn or anthem.

Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.

5. For the Nation

Almighty God, giver of all good things: We thank you for the natural 
majesty and beauty of this land. They restore us, though we often 
destroy them.
 Heal us. 
 
We thank you for the great resources of this nation. They make us rich, 
though we often exploit them. 
Forgive us. 
 
We thank you for the men and women who have made this country 
strong. They are models for us, though we often fall short of them.
 Inspire us. 
 
We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in this land. It 
has drawn people from every nation, though we have often hidden from 
its light. 
Enlighten us. 
 
We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich variety. It 
sustains our life, though we have been faithless again and again.
 Renew us. 
 
Help us, O Lord, to finish the good work here begun. Strengthen our 
efforts to blot out ignorance and prejudice, and to abolish poverty and 
crime. And hasten the day when all our people, with many voices in one 
united chorus, will glorify your holy Name. 
Amen.

Before the close of the Office one or both of the following may be used



The General Thanksgiving BCP p. 101

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.

Then may be said

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than 
we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in 
the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.

Ephesians 3:20,21

Robert Grosseteste

Robert Grosseteste, one of the outstanding English bishops of the
thirteenth century, rose to preeminence in the church from humble



beginnings in Suffolk. He distinguished himself as a scholar in all
branches of study—law, medicine, languages, sciences, and theology.
He was appointed Master of the Oxford School, and teacher of
theology to the Franciscans when they established a house at Oxford.
Grosseteste translated Aristotle’s works from the Greek, wrote
commentaries on them, and sought to refute the philosopher’s views by
developing a scientific method based on Augustine’s theories. Because
of Grosseteste, Oxford began to emphasize the study of the sciences,
especially physics, geometry, and mathematics. One notable pupil of
Grosseteste was Roger Bacon, a brilliant proponent of the scientific
method. Both as a teacher and as a bishop, Grosseteste had a strong
influence on John Wycliffe.
In 1235, Grosseteste was consecrated as Bishop of Lincoln. He
exercised his office with efficiency and conscientiousness, remarking
that a bishop’s pastoral responsibility was not merely to give instructions
but to see that they were carried out. “I am obligated to visit the sheep
committed to me with all diligence, as Scripture prescribes,” he said.
He traveled regularly to each rural deanery, called together the
clergy and laity, preached, confirmed, and dealt with questions of
doctrine. “My lord, you are doing something new and exceptional,”
remarked some of the people during his first visitation. He replied,
“Every new thing which implants and promotes and perfects the new
man, corrupts and destroys the old. Blessed is the new, and in every way
welcome to him who comes to re-create the old man in newness.”
Grosseteste actively opposed royal infringements on church liberties
and he did not fear to protest even papal abuses of local prerogatives.
He once refused to accept the appointment of the pope’s nephew to a
living in his diocese, saying, “As an obedient son, I disobey, I contradict,
I rebel . . . my every word and act is not rebellion, but filial honor due by
God’s blessed command to father and mother.”
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