Morning Prayer
November 8, 2025

Saturday after the Twenty-First Sunday after
Pentecost

AMMONIUS, Hermit, c.403

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
Psalm 122:1

Confession of Sin

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.



Invitatory and Psalter

All stand
BCP p. 80
Officiant Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7

The mercy of the Lord is everlasting: Come let us adore him.

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God,

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

The mercy of the Lord is everlasting: Come let us adore him.



Psalm 75 BCP p. 691

1We give you thanks, O God, we give you thanks, *
calling upon your Name and declaring all your wonderful deeds.
2“] will appoint a time,” says God; *
“I will judge with equity.
3Though the earth and all its inhabitants are quaking, *
I will make its pillars fast.
4] will say to the boasters, ‘Boast no more,” *
and to the wicked, ‘Do not toss your horns;
5Do not toss your horns so high, *
nor speak with a proud neck.””
¢ For judgment is neither from the east nor from the west, *
nor yet from the wilderness or the mountains.
71t is God who judges; *
he puts down one and lifts up another.
8 For in the LORD’s hand there is a cup,
full of spiced and foaming wine, which he pours out, *
and all the wicked of the earth shall drink and drain the dregs.
9But I will rejoice for ever; *
I will sing praises to the God of Jacob.
10 He shall break off all the horns of the wicked; *
but the horns of the righteous shall be exalted.

Psalm 76 BCP p. 692

1In Judah is God known; *

his Name is great in Israel.
2 At Salem is his tabernacle, *

and his dwelling is in Zion.
3 There he broke the flashing arrows, *

the shield, the sword, and the weapons of battle.
4+ How glorious you are! *

more splendid than the everlasting mountains!
5The strong of heart have been despoiled;
they sink into sleep; *

none of the warriors can lift a hand.



¢ At your rebuke, O God of Jacob, *
both horse and rider lie stunned.
7What terror you inspire! *
who can stand before you when you are angry?
8 From heaven you pronounced judgment; *
the earth was afraid and was still;
9 When God rose up to judgment *
and to save all the oppressed of the earth.
10 Truly, wrathful Edom will give you thanks, *
and the remnant of Hamath will keep your feasts.
11 Make a vow to the LORD your God and keep it; *
let all around him bring gifts to him who is worthy to be feared.
12He breaks the spirit of princes, *
and strikes terror in the kings of the earth.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

The First Lesson Ezra 9:1-15
A Reading from the Book of Ezra.

After these things had been done, the officials approached me and said,
“The people of Israel, the priests, and the Levites have not separated
themselves from the peoples of the lands with their abominations, from
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites,
the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. For they have taken
some of their daughters as wives for themselves and for their sons. Thus
the holy seed has mixed itself with the peoples of the lands, and in this
faithlessness the officials and leaders have led the way.” When I heard
this, I tore my garment and my mantle, and pulled hair from my head
and beard, and sat appalled. Then all who trembled at the words of the
God of Israel, because of the faithlessness of the returned exiles,
gathered around me while I sat appalled until the evening sacrifice.

At the evening sacrifice I got up from my fasting, with my garments and
my mantle torn, and fell on my knees, spread out my hands to the



LORD my God, and said, “O my God, I am too ashamed and
embarrassed to lift my face to you, my God, for our iniquities have risen
higher than our heads, and our guilt has mounted up to the heavens.
From the days of our ancestors to this day we have been deep in guilt,
and for our iniquities we, our kings, and our priests have been handed
over to the kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity, to plundering,
and to utter shame, as is now the case. But now for a brief moment favor
has been shown by the LORD our God, who has left us a remnant, and
given us a stake in his holy place, in order that he may brighten our eyes
and grant us a little sustenance in our slavery. For we are slaves; yet our
God has not forsaken us in our slavery, but has extended to us his
steadfast love before the kings of Persia, to give us new life to set up the
house of our God, to repair its ruins, and to give us a wall in Judea and
Jerusalem. “And now, our God, what shall we say after this? For we
have forsaken your commandments, which you commanded by your
servants the prophets, saying, The land that you are entering to possess
is a land unclean with the pollutions of the peoples of the lands, with
their abominations. They have filled it from end to end with their
uncleanness. Therefore do not give your daughters to their sons, neither
take their daughters for your sons, and never seek their peace or
prosperity, so that you may be strong and eat the good of the land and
leave it for an inheritance to your children forever.” After all that has
come upon us for our evil deeds and for our great guilt, seeing that you,
our God, have punished us less than our iniquities deserved and have
given us such a remnant as this, shall we break your commandments
again and intermarry with the peoples who practice these
abominations? Would you not be angry with us until you destroy us
without remnant or survivor? O LORD, God of Israel, you are just, but
we have escaped as a remnant, as is now the case. Here we are before
you in our guilt, though no one can face you because of this.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



12. A Song of CreationSong of the Three Young Men, 35-65

Invocation

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, *
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, *
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

I The Cosmic Order

Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord, *
O heavens and all waters above the heavens.

Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord, *
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew, *
all winds and fire and heat.

Winter and Summer, glorify the Lord, *
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O chill and cold, *
drops of dew and flakes of snow

Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord, *
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O nights and days, *
O shining light and enfolding dark.

Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord, *
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

II  The Earth and its Creatures

Let the earth glorify the Lord, *
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills,

and all that grows upon the earth, *
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, *
O whales and all that move in the waters.



All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, *
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, *
and all you flocks and herds.

O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, *
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

III  The People of God

Let the people of God glorify the Lord, *
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O priests and servants of the Lord, *
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O spirits and souls of the righteous, *
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

You that are holy and humble of heart, glorify the Lord, *
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Doxology

Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, *
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

The Second Lesson Matt. 14:22-36
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew.

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to
the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had
dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray.
When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat,
battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against
them. And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the
sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were
terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be



afraid.” Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to
you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started
walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the
strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out,
“Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught
him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they
got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him,
saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret. After the
people of that place recognized him, they sent word throughout the
region and brought all who were sick to him, and begged him that they
might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were
healed.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

19. The Song of the RedeemedRevelation 15:3-4

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,
great deeds are they that you have done, *
surpassing human understanding.
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *
O King of all the ages.
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,
and sing the praises of your Name? *
for you only are the Holy One.
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *
because your just and holy works have been revealed.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed BCP p. 96



I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers BCP p. 97
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,



as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and for ever. Amen.

Suffrages A

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;

R. And grant us your salvation.

V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.

V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

R. For only in you can we live in safety.

V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;

R. Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;

R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful
people offer you true and laudable service: Grant that we may run
without stumbling to obtain your heavenly promises; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Ammonius, Hermit, C.403



Drive far from your church, O God, every vain spirit of clerical ambition,
that, like your servant Ammonius, we may refuse to conflate ordination
and leadership, and may never confuse rank with holiness; in the name
of your son Jesus Christ our Lord, who alone is our great High Priest.
Amen.

A Collect for Saturdays

Almighty God, who after the creation of the world rested from all your
works and sanctified a day of rest for all your creatures: Grant that we,
putting away all earthly anxieties, may be duly prepared for the service
of your sanctuary, and that our rest here upon earth may be a
preparation for the eternal rest promised to your people in heaven;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer for Mission

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and
prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church,
that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve
you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Here may be sung a hymn or anthem.
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.

62. A Prayer attributed to St. Francis

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is
hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where
there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where
there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where
there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to
be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is
in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we
are born to eternal life. Amen.



Before the close of the Office one or both of the following may be used

A General Thanksgiving

BCP p. 836

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that thou hast done for us.
We give

thee thanks for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this
world,

for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love.

We thank thee for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving
care

which surrounds us on every side.

We thank thee for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and
for

leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us.

We thank thee also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to
acknowledge our dependence on thee alone.

Above all, we thank thee for thy Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his
Word and

the example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he
overcame

temptation; for his dying, through which he overcame death; and for his
rising to

life again, in which we are raised to the life of thy kingdom.

Grant us the gift of thy Spirit, that we may know Christ and make him
known;

and through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to thee
in all things

AMEN

Then may be said

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than
we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in
the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen

Ephesians 3:20,21

Ammonius
Hermit, c. 403

The most popular story that is related about Ammonius would seem
quite unbelievable if it were not recorded in such a large number of
historical sources, including many that were contemporary with his life.
Although praised for his learning and his asceticism, he is most vividly
remembered for the vehemence with which he resisted ordination.
Ammonius was one of four brothers who became monastic

hermits in Scete in northern EQypt, disciples of the great ascetic

Pambo. Although most of the monks in that settlement were illiterate,
Ammonius had been exceptionally well educated. He is said to have had
the entire Old and New Testament memorized, as well as the works of
many early Christian theologians. Although he left no writings, many
of his students and colleagues did, perhaps the most famous of whom is
Evagrius of Pontus.

In addition to his great knowledge, Ammonius was also very strict

in his spiritual practice and was well loved as a spiritual director and
quide. Because of all of this, the inhabitants of a nearby village wanted
him to be their bishop. Forcible ordination was not unusual in the early
church, and so Bishop Timothy of Alexandria told the people that if they
were able to bring this holy man to him, he would absolutely ordain him.
Ammonius pleaded with them not to do this thing, but they would

not hear it, and a large crowd of them gathered to drag him back to
Alexandria by force. Seeing that they were too numerous for him to
resist or to flee, Ammonius seized a sword and chopped off his ear in
front of the shocked observers. He then calmly replied that he was now
utterly disqualified for ecclesiastical office since the law forbids a man
who is mutilated to become a priest (Leviticus 21:16-24). Deeply shaken,
the people returned to Bishop Timothy, who told them: “This law is only



observed by the Jews. If you bring him to me, I will ordain him even if
he chops off his nose too!”

Therefore, they returned, but when they attempted to drag

Ammonius off again, this time he said to them, “I swear to you that if
you do such a thing to me, 1 shall cut out my tongue as well!” Alarmed
by the prospect of losing his preaching and exhortation, they finally left
him in peace. This story was as striking in antiquity as it is today, and
is recounted by a number of writers (including his disapproving bishop).
Most sources refer to him as “ Ammonius the Earless” from that time
forth.

Despite his strident refusal of the episcopate, Ammonius was

by no means anti-clerical. His own brother Dioscorus had become a
bishop, his other two brothers were both priests, and when he left Eqypt
toward the end of his life during the theological controversies that had
embroiled Scete, he sought out the company of his close friend John
Chrysostom. He was also a close companion and associate of Melania
the Elder, welcoming her as a guest to his monastic settlement, visiting
her in Jerusalem at hers, and welcoming her protege Evagrius to his
community. He died while visiting John Chrysostom sometime around
the year 403.
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