Morning Prayer
October 7, 2025
Tuesday after the Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

BIRGITTA OF SWEDEN, Mystic, 1373

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
Psalm 122:1

Confession of Sin

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.



Invitatory and Psalter

All stand
BCP p. 80
Officiant Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia.

Jubilate Psalm 100

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him.

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *

serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *

he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *

give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *

and his faithfulness endures from age to age.
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him.

Psalm 120 BCP p. 778

1 When I was in trouble, I called to the LORD; *
I called to the LORD, and he answered me.
2Deliver me, O LORD, from lying lips *
and from the deceitful tongue.



3 What shall be done to you, and what more besides, *
O you deceitful tongue?
4 The sharpened arrows of a warrior, *
along with hot glowing coals.
5How hateful it is that I must lodge in Meshech *
and dwell among the tents of Kedar!
¢ Too long have I had to live *
among the enemies of peace.
7T am on the side of peace, *
but when I speak of it, they are for war.

Psalm 121 BCP p. 779

1Tlift up my eyes to the hills; *
from where is my help to come?
2My help comes from the LORD, *
the maker of heaven and earth.
3 He will not let your foot be moved *
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.
4Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel *
shall neither slumber nor sleep;
5The LORD himself watches over you; *
the LORD is your shade at your right hand,
6So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *
nor the moon by night.
7The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; *
it is he who shall keep you safe.
8 The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in, *
from this time forth for evermore.

Psalm 122 BCP p. 779

1T was glad when they said to me, *
“Let us go to the house of the LORD.”
2Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.



3Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;

4To which the tribes go up,

the tribes of the LORD, *
the assembly of Israel,

to praise the Name of the LORD.

5For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
“May they prosper who love you.

7 Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.

8 For my brethren and companions’ sake, *
I pray for your prosperity.

9Because of the house of the LORD our God, *
I will seek to do you good.”

Psalm 123 BCP p. 780

1'To you I lift up my eyes, *
to you enthroned in the heavens.
2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, *
and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,
3So our eyes look to the LORD our God, *
until he show us his mercy.
4 Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy, *
for we have had more than enough of contempt,
5 Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, *
and of the derision of the proud.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

The First Lesson 2 Kings 22:1-13
A Reading from the Second Book of Kings.



Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign; he reigned thirty-one
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jedidah daughter of Adaiah
of Bozkath. He did what was right in the sight of the LORD, and walked
in all the way of his father David; he did not turn aside to the right or to
the left. In the eighteenth year of King Josiah, the king sent Shaphan son
of Azaliah, son of Meshullam, the secretary, to the house of the LORD,
saying, “Go up to the high priest Hilkiah, and have him count the entire
sum of the money that has been brought into the house of the LORD,
which the keepers of the threshold have collected from the people; let it
be given into the hand of the workers who have the oversight of the
house of the LORD; let them give it to the workers who are at the house
of the LORD, repairing the house, that is, to the carpenters, to the
builders, to the masons; and let them use it to buy timber and quarried
stone to repair the house. But no accounting shall be asked from them
for the money that is delivered into their hand, for they deal honestly.”
The high priest Hilkiah said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the
book of the law in the house of the LORD.” When Hilkiah gave the book
to Shaphan, he read it. Then Shaphan the secretary came to the king, and
reported to the king, “Your servants have emptied out the money that
was found in the house, and have delivered it into the hand of the
workers who have oversight of the house of the LORD.” Shaphan the
secretary informed the king, “The priest Hilkiah has given me a book.”
Shaphan then read it aloud to the king.

When the king heard the words of the book of the law, he tore his
clothes. Then the king commanded the priest Hilkiah, Ahikam son of
Shaphan, Achbor son of Micaiah, Shaphan the secretary, and the king’s
servant Asaiah, saying, “Go, inquire of the LORD for me, for the people,
and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that has been
found; for great is the wrath of the LORD that is kindled against us,
because our ancestors did not obey the words of this book, to do
according to all that is written concerning us.”



The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

13. A Song of PraiseSong of the Three Young Men, 29-34

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *

you are worthy of praise; glory to you.
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *

on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you, beholding the depths; *

in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

The Second Lesson Matt. 9:1-8
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew.

And after getting into a boat he crossed the sea and came to his own
town. And just then some people were carrying a paralyzed man lying
on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take
heart, son; your sins are forgiven.” Then some of the scribes said to
themselves, “This man is blaspheming.” But Jesus, perceiving their
thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? For which is
easier, to say, Your sins are forgiven,” or to say, Stand up and walk? But
so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins” —he then said to the paralytic—'stand up, take your bed
and go to your home.” And he stood up and went to his home. When
the crowds saw it, they were filled with awe, and they glorified God,
who had given such authority to human beings.



The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

18. A Song to the LambRevelation 4:11, 5:9-10, 13

Splendor and honor and kingly power *
are yours by right, O Lord our God,
For you created everything that is, *
and by your will they were created and have their being;
And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, *
for with your blood you have redeemed for God,
From every family, language, people, and nation, *
a kingdom of priests to serve our God.
And so, to him who sits upon the throne, *
and to Christ the Lamb,
Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, *
for ever and for evermore.

The Apostles’ Creed BCP p. 96

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers BCP p. 97
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and for ever. Amen.

Suffrages A

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;

R. And grant us your salvation.

V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.

V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;



R. For only in you can we live in safety.

V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;

R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;

R. Your saving health among all nations.

V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;

R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
The Collect of the Day

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than
we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour
upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of
which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for
which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and
mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Birgitta of Sweden, Mystic, 1373

O God, who beholds all things and whose judgment is always mercy; by
the example of your servant Birgitta of Sweden, give to us in this life the
vision of your kingdom, where Jesus Christ is all and in all, that we may
pattern our earthly lives on things heavenly, where our lives are hidden
with Christ in you; who with him and the Holy Spirit live and reign for
ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Peace

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal
life and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble
servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your
defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



A Prayer for Mission

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and
sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to
those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you
and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon
all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Here may be sung a hymn or anthem.
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.

18. For our Country

Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We
humbly beseech thee that we may always prove ourselves a people
mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. Bless our land with
honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from
violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from
every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people
the multitudes

brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit
of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust the authority of
government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that,
through obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise among the
nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with
thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to
fail;

all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Before the close of the Office one or both of the following may be used

The General Thanksgiving BCP p. 101

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness



to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Then may be said

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.

2 Corinthians 13:14

Birgitta of Sweden
Mystic, 1373

Birgitta Birgersdotter came from a noble Swedish family and was born
in 1303. Early in her life she discerned a religious vocation, but was
married against her will at the age of 13 to a member of the Swedish
nobility. The couple had eight children. Birgitta sought to live a holy,
religious life. When her husband was absent, she openly practiced a
strict asceticism, and when he was home, she did so secretly. Both she
and her husband became members of the Franciscan Third Order, which
admitted laypeople.



From childhood, Birgitta had experienced visions. Christ, Mary,

and the saints spoke with her often in Swedish and shared with her
warnings intended for others, which Birgitta would write down or
dictate to her confessor. Eventually these messages became increasingly
political, which caused her great discomfort. Although Birgitta enjoyed
a good relationship with the royal family, she sharply criticized the king,
becoming a symbolic leader for the aristocratic Swedish opposition.
Birgitta advised popes and rulers throughout Europe, and criticized

the extravagant lifestyles of the clergy, monastic orders, and laity,
challenging four popes to return to Rome from Avignon. She also

tried to persuade the rulers of England and France to negotiate peace
and end the war that would later be called the Hundred Years” War.
Because of her struggles, she was recognized throughout Europe as an
uncomfortable counselor and a visionary.

After the death of her husband in 1344, Birgitta devoted herself
entirely to the religious life. The Order she founded, the Brigittines,
was based on the revelations she had received earlier in her life. Her
monastery would always have a women’s and men'’s cloister next to one
another, joined by a shared church, in which the monks, nuns, and laity
would pray together. The abbess would be in charge of both the men’s
and women’s cloister. To get papal approval for her order’s founding,
Birgitta traveled to Rome. In 1370, Urban V recognized the new order
and allowed its foundation at Vadstena, Sweden. Birgitta was, in fact,
not the first abbess there, but rather her daughter Catherine.

Except for several pilgrimages, Birgitta remained in Rome for

the rest of her life. She ministered to both rich and poor, sheltered

the homeless, and worked untiringly for the return of the pope from
Avignon to Rome. In 1372, she was spurred by a vision to visit the Holy
Land. On the return trip from Jerusalem Birgitta fell ill and entered
eternal life on July 23, 1373. In Sweden she is celebrated on October 7,
which is the anniversary of her canonization.
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