
Morning Prayer

April 22, 2024

Monday after  the Fourth Sunday of Easter

[HADEWIJCH OF BRABANT, Poet and Mystic, 13th century]

On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 Psalm 118:24 

Confession of  Sin    

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep us 
in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory and Psalter    

All stand 

  BCP p. 80 



Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 

Christ our Passover 1 Cor. 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Cor. 15:20-22 

Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 

therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of  malice and evil, * 

but with the unleavened bread of  sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 
death no longer has dominion over him. 

The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 
but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 

Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
the first fruits of  those who have fallen asleep. 

For since by a man came death, *  
by a man has come also the resurrection of  the dead. 

For as in Adam all die, * 
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 

Psalm 41  BCP p. 641 

1 Happy are they who consider the poor and needy! * 
the LORD will deliver them in the time of  trouble. 

2 The LORD preserves them and keeps them alive, 
so that they may be happy in the land; * 

he does not hand them over to the will of  their enemies. 
3 The LORD sustains them on their sickbed * 

and ministers to them in their illness. 
4 I said, “LORD, be merciful to me; * 

heal me, for I have sinned against you.” 
5 My enemies are saying wicked things about me: * 

“When will he die, and his name perish?” 



6 Even if  they come to see me, they speak empty words; * 
their heart collects false rumors; 

 they go outside and spread them. 
7 All my enemies whisper together about me * 

and devise evil against me. 
8 “A deadly thing,” they say, “has fastened on him; * 

he has taken to his bed and will never get up again.” 
9 Even my best friend, whom I trusted, 
who broke bread with me, * 

has lifted up his heel and turned against me. 
10 But you, O LORD, be merciful to me and raise me up, * 

and I shall repay them. 
11 By this I know you are pleased with me, * 

that my enemy does not triumph over me. 
12 In my integrity you hold me fast, * 

and shall set me before your face for ever. 
13 Blessed be the LORD God of  Israel, * 

from age to age. Amen. Amen. 

Psalm 52  BCP p. 657 

1 You tyrant, why do you boast of  wickedness * 
against the godly all day long? 

2 You plot ruin; 
your tongue is like a sharpened razor, * 

O worker of  deception. 
3 You love evil more than good * 

and lying more than speaking the truth. 
4 You love all words that hurt, * 

O you deceitful tongue. 
5 Oh, that God would demolish you utterly, * 

topple you, and snatch you from your dwelling, 
 and root you out of  the land of  the living! 
6 The righteous shall see and tremble, * 

and they shall laugh at him, saying, 
7 “This is the one who did not take God for a refuge, * 

but trusted in great wealth 
 and relied upon wickedness.” 
8 But I am like a green olive tree in the house of  God; * 

I trust in the mercy of  God for ever and ever. 
9 I will give you thanks for what you have done * 

and declare the goodness of  your Name in the presence of  the godly. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 



as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons    

The First Lesson Exod. 32:1-20 

A Reading from the Book of  Exodus. 

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the 
people gathered around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who 
shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of  the land 
of  Egypt, we do not know what has become of  him.” Aaron said to them, “Take 
off  the gold rings that are on the ears of  your wives, your sons, and your 
daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people took off  the gold rings from 
their ears, and brought them to Aaron. He took the gold from them, formed it in a 
mold, and cast an image of  a calf; and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, 
who brought you up out of  the land of  Egypt!” When Aaron saw this, he built an 
altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a 
festival to the LORD.” They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings 
and brought sacrifices of  well-being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and 
rose up to revel.  

The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up 
out of  the land of  Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside 
from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of  a 
calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, These are your gods, O 
Israel, who brought you up out of  the land of  Egypt!’” The LORD said to Moses, 
“I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my 
wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of  you I will make 
a great nation.” But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why 
does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of  the land 
of  Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, 
It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and 
to consume them from the face of  the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change 
your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, 
and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, 
I will multiply your descendants like the stars of  heaven, and all this land that I 
have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’” 
And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on 
his people.  

Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain, carrying the two tablets of  
the covenant in his hands, tablets that were written on both sides, written on the 
front and on the back. The tablets were the work of  God, and the writing was the 
writing of  God, engraved upon the tablets. When Joshua heard the noise of  the 



people as they shouted, he said to Moses, “There is a noise of  war in the camp.” 
But he said, “It is not the sound made by victors, or the sound made by losers; it is 
the sound of  revelers that I hear.” As soon as he came near the camp and saw the 
calf  and the dancing, Moses’ anger burned hot, and he threw the tablets from his 
hands and broke them at the foot of  the mountain. He took the calf  that they had 
made, burned it with fire, ground it to powder, scattered it on the water, and made 
the Israelites drink it.  

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

9. The First Song of  Isaiah Isaiah 12:2-6 

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
and he will be my Savior. 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
from the springs of  salvation. 

And on that day you shall say, * 
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 

Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 

Sing praises of  the Lord, for he has done great things, * 
and this is known in all the world. 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of  Zion, ring out your joy, * 
for the great one in the midst of  you is the Holy One of  Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Second Lesson Matt. 5:1-10 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew. 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:  

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of  heaven. “Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they will be comforted. “Blessed are the meek, for they will 
inherit the earth. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they will be filled. “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. “Blessed 



are the pure in heart, for they will see God. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
will be called children of  God. “Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of  heaven.  

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

19. The Song of  the Redeemed Revelation 15:3-4 

O ruler of  the universe, Lord God, 
great deeds are they that you have done, * 

surpassing human understanding. 
Your ways are ways of  righteousness and truth, * 

O King of  all the ages. 
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord, 
and sing the praises of  your Name? * 

for you only are the Holy One. 
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, * 

because your just and holy works have been revealed. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Apostles’ Creed  BCP p. 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of  heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
 and born of  the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of  saints, 
 the forgiveness of  sins, 



 the resurrection of  the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers  BCP p. 97 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of  trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A    

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 



V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of  the Day 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of  your people; Grant that when 
we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where 
he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

[Hadewijch of  Brabant, Poet and Mystic, 13th Century] 

Triune God of  Love, overwhelming and all-encompassing: Visit us in our solitude 
and in our companionship, and draw us ever more deeply into union with you, 
who are ever present and ever mysterious; that we, like your servant Hadewijch, 
might know you ever more fully, even as we have been fully known.  Amen. 

 A Collect for the Renewal of  Life     

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the 
shadow of  death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our 
hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of  peace; that, having done 
your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to 
give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission    

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of  love on the hard wood of  the 
cross that everyone might come within the reach of  your saving embrace: So 
clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those 
who do not know you to the knowledge and love of  you; for the honor of  your 
Name. Amen. 
Here may be sung a hymn or anthem. 
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow. 

Prayers of the People

A Prayer in Time of Great Sickness and Mortality



 
O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of mortal sickness, we flee 
to you for comfort. Deliver us, we implore you, from our peril; give 
strength and skill to all those who minister to the sick; bring success to 
the measures used for their cure; and grant that, perceiving how frail 
and uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts to that heavenly 
wisdom which leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

For the Oppressed

Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live 
with injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. 
Have mercy upon us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our 
neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal 
protection of the law and equal opportunities for all. And grant that 
every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this land; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Before the close of  the Office one or both of  the following may be used 

A Prayer of  St. Chrysostom  BCP p. 102 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of  them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 
granting us in this world knowledge of  your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 
Then may be said 

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

The Officiant may then conclude with one of  the following 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 
or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in 
Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 



 Ephesians 3:20,21 

[Hadewijch of Brabant]

Poet and Mystic, thirteenth century

Little is known about the life of Hadewijch apart from her influential corpus of 
spiritual writings. She was almost certainly a Beguine, a member of a group of 
women who lived in a quasi-monastic community but did not take formal vows. 
Instead, they pledged to be bound by the traditional vows of poverty, chastity, 
and obedience only as long as they lived in the community.

The Beguine movement was particularly attractive to women who could not 
afford the (often substantial) dowry that was required by many monasteries, but 
the level of Hadewijch’s education suggests that she was probably from a 
wealthy background. Her writings show that, in addition to her native language 
of Dutch, she was conversant with theological writings in both Latin and 
French, and also with French courtly poetry.

Hadewijch is considered one of the creators of Dutch lyrical poetry, which 
includes compositions in which she coopts the French trouvêre form to extoll 
the love between the speaker and God rather than worldly love. She also wrote 
poems 
in couplets on religious themes, as well as prose letters and a Book of Visions in 
which she engages Christ in dialogue.

In a number of her works, she explicitly genders Love as female:

“Of great Love in high thought I long to think, day and night. She with her 
terrible might 
so opens my heart.

I must surrender all to her.” And also,

“Sweet as Love’s nature is, 
Where can she come by the strange hatred 
With which she continually pursues me, 
And that pierces the depths of my heart with storm? I wander in darkness 
without clarity, 
Without liberating consolation, and in strange fear.”



While her works were widely known in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, 
by the time of the sixteenth century she had been largely forgotten. However, 
recent scholarly research has uncovered the profound impact that her writings 
had on better-known male mystics such as Meister Eckhart and John of 
Ruusbroec, which has resulted in increased attention and appreciation for the 
originality and import of her works.
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